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S. No.     Publication                        Media
   1. The Economic Times (National Co verage)             Print (Feature story)
   2. The Times of India (National Coverage)     Print (Feature story)          
   3. American Bazaar                                           Online
   4. India Infoline       Online (Interview)
   5. Metro Review       Online (Interview)
   6. Business India (National Coverage)      Print (Contributory Article)
   7.      Deccan Herald (National Coverage)      Print (Contributory Article)
   8 The Hindu Business Line       Print (Interview)
   9. The Hindu                              Print (Interview)
   10. Franchising World        Print (Contributory Article)
   12. BW Businessworld       Print (Interview)
   13. The Times of India (National Coverage)     Print (Feature story)
   14. The Indian Express       Print (Feature story)
   15. The Economic Times (National Coverage)             Print (Feature story)
   16. The Times of India                 Print (Feature story)
   17. Silicon India        Online (Contributory Article)

   33. Silicon India            Print 
   34. The Economic Times               Print 
   35. The Times of India                               Print 
   36. The Pioneer            Print 
   37. The Times of India       Online 
   38.    The Economic Times      Online 
   39.      Silicon India          Online

Davies & Associates, LLC  is a full service U.S. immigration and business law �rm 
headquartered in New York City and Chicago, USA with o�ces across the United States and 
around-the-globe. 

Although Davies & Associates, LLC  specializes in providing innovative and customized 
immigration solutions to a large number of clients from all around-the-world we are 
especially known for our expertise in assisting Indian investors and business owners.  Today 
Davies & Associates, LLC  is the law �rm of choice to Indian businesses and investors seeking 
to do business in or relocate to the United States.

Our unparalleled history of success in India and around-the-world leads our �rm to be the 
sought after experts on US business and investor visa matters by leading Indian media.  

What follows is a sampling of the media coverage Davies & Associates, LLC has received for 
major Indian media in December 2016 - Nov 2020



S. No. Publication                          Media 
   40. Deccan Herald   Online
   41. American Baazar   Online
   42. The  Asian Age   Online/Print  
   43. The Times of India               Print 
   44. The Pioneer            Print 
   45. The Economic Times        Print 
   46. The Hindu Business Line    Print 
   47. The Statesman                       Print
   48. IANS    Online/Print
   49. The Quint    Online
   50. The Sunday Guardian             Print
   51. Bureaucracy Today               Print 
   52. Silicon India            Print 
   53. India Today                            Online 
   54. Entrepreneur India       Online 
   55. Yourstory     Online 
   56.    The Pioneer            Print 
   57.      Outlook       Print
   58. IANS    Online
   58. The Economic Times   Online (IANS)
   58. Business Standard   Online (IANS)
   58. The Week    Online (IANS)
   58. The Statesman   Online (IANS)
   58. Financial Express   Online (IANS)
   58. Yahoo    Online (IANS)
   58. MSN    Online (IANS)
   58. News X    Online (IANS)
   58. Enterpeneur India   Online (IANS)

   59. The Times of India              Online
   60. Outlook            Print 
   61. The Economic Times                           Online (IANS) 
   62. IANS       Online 
   63. Business Standard   Print
   64.   The Economic Times            Print 
   65.      The Times of India      Print
   66. The Times of India   Print
   67. The Statesman   Print
   68 Hindu Business Line   Print and Online



S. No.  Publication                          Media 
   69. The Pioneer    Print and Online
   70. Press Trust Of India   Online
   71. Hindustan Times   Newspaper and Online
   72. The Economic Times   Newspaper and Online
   73. Zee Business    Online
   74. India Global Business   Online
   75. The Asian Age    Newspaper and Online
   76. Deccan Chronicle   Newspaper and Online
   77. Mihu Express    Online
   78. Free Press Release   Online
   79. The Economic Times   Online
   80. The Times of India   Online
   81. The American Bazaar   Online
   82. Telangana Today   Print and Online
   83. The Hindu    Print and Online
   84.  Indo Asian News Service   Online
   85. Moneycontrol    Online
   86. Quartz    Online
   87. Scroll    Online
   88. The Economic Times   Print
   89. Money Control   Online
   90. The Hindu    Print
   91. The American Bazaar   Online
   92. Money Control   Online
   93. The Economic Times   Online
   94. Money Control   Online
   95. The Pioneer    Print
   96. The Economic Times   Online
   97. Telangana Today   Print
   98. The American Bazaar   Online
   99. The Hindu Business Line   Online
 100. The American Bazaar   Online
 101. Mint    Online
 102. The Sunday Guardian   Print and Online
 103. Press Trust of India   Print and Online
 104. Telangana Today   Print and Online
 105. Moneycontrol.com   Online
 106. The American Bazaar   Online
 107. Indo Asian News Service (IANS), Washington Online
 108. The Economic Times   Online



S. No. Publication                          Media 
   109. The Hindu    Print and Online
   110. The Economic Times   Newspaper and Online
   111. Moneycontrol    Online
   112. The Financial Express   Online
   113. Mint    Print and Online
   114. Quartz    Online
   115. India Today    Online
   116. The Economic Times   Newspaper and Online
   117. Quartz    Online
   118. Quartz    Online
   119. Forbes    Online
   120. Mirror Now    Electronics
   121. Mint     Print and Online
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Publication : The Times of India
Date: 10th November, 2016
Link: http://bit.ly/2fnlIuO

THE TIMES OF INDIA
The Times of India is the largest selling English-language daily in the world. It is published from ten 
cities across India, and enjoys a readership of over 7.64 million people. The publication enjoys a 
circulation of 3,057,678 daily (as of December 2013), and prints over 37 editions across the country. 
The BBC ranked the The Times of India among the world's six best newspapers. 
The Times of India did an industry story on the recent  immigration norms of the EB-5 visa route for 
students . The article received nationwide coverage. Mark I Davies, global chairperson of Davies & 
Associates, LLC was quoted, "Trump's win in the Presidential Elections will be bene�cial for EB-5 
visa applicants. While some of our clients have expressed concern with a Trump victory, we 
believed that their concerns will be short-lived, it will cause more Indians to apply for an 
EB-5-based US immigrant visa.”Mr. Davies "Trump clearly appears to be open to high-net-worth 
investors coming to the US and receiving a green card in exchange for a qualifying investment 
through the EB-5 program”. He continues by stating that “The EB-5 Regional Center program was 
extended until December 9, 2016. It has also been extended multiple times in the past and while 
no one knows how the US Congress will act in December, many view that it is likely to be extended 
further, till a more permanent EB-5 authorising legislation can be agreed. On the other hand, the 
Direct EB-5 Program does not expire and does not require extension, so absent a separate act being 
passed in the future, it will continue forever.” 



14

Publication : The Indian Express
Date: 10th November, 2016
Link: http://bit.ly/2elAJQV

THE INDIAN EXPRESS
Part of the Express Group of newspapers, The Indian Express is one of the largest selling mainline 
dailies in India with over 11 national editions. The business section of the publication is small yet 
respected for its unbiased journalism. According to comScore reports, the website 
indianexpress.com was India's third largest English-language news website reaching over 6 million 
unique visitors a month in India on desktop and laptop computers. In 2015, The Indian Express App 
won gold for the Best Mobile News Service in South Asia at the World Association of Newspapers' 
Asian Digital Media Awards.
The Indian Express did an industry story on what the analysts have to say with regard to the fears 
on migration following Donald Trump’s victory in the US presidential elections. The publication 
used a quote by Mark I.Davies, Global Chairman of Davies & Associates, LLC from a press release 
issued on behalf of the �rm. In the article, Mr. Davies is quoted: “Trump branded development 
projects have been funded by wealthy Chinese investors using the EB-5 program. Trump clearly 
appears to be open to high-net-worth investors coming to the US and receiving a “Green Card” in 
return for making a qualifying investment through the EB-5 program”.
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Publication : The Economic Times
Date: 10th November, 2016
Link: http://bit.ly/2eEtCyk

THE ECONOMIC TIMES
The Economic Times enjoys a near monopoly 
status, in terms of both circulation and advertising 
and is India’s No.1 financial and business 
publication. According to the most recent survey 
among decision-makers by India’s largest and 
most respected market research agency, 95 
percent of company chairmen and chief 
executives, and 87 percent of all senior executives, 
read the Economic Times. It is the world's 
second-most widely read English-language 
business newspaper, after the Wall Street Journal, 
with a readership of over 800,000. The Economic 
Times is India's most widely circulated financial 
and business daily and is the second largest 
financial daily in the world. The readership 
consists of key decision-makers, bureaucrats, 
technocrats and opinion makers. It serves as a 
knowledge platform of Business and Economy in 
India, promoting economic debate and informing 
on Indian Business and Economy globally and 
Global Business and Economy in India. 
The Economics Times published the article 
published in The Times of India which stated how 
the tougher work visa norms will boost the EB-5 
visa program.
Mark I. Davies, global chairperson of Davies & 
Associates, LLC was quoteda US immigrant 
investor visa firm, says, "Trump's win in the 
Presidential Elections will be beneficial for EB-5 
visa applicants. While some of our clients have 
expressed concern with a Trump victory, we 
believed that their concerns will be short-lived, it 
will cause more Indians to apply for an EB-5-based 
US immigrant visa.” Another quote by Mr. Davies  
in the article addsstates, "Trump clearly appears to 
be open to high-net-worth investors coming to 
the US and receiving a green card in exchange for 
a qualifying investment through the EB-5 
program”. He continues by stating that “The EB-5 
Regional Center program was extended until 
December 9, 2016. It has also been extended 
multiple times in the past and while no one knows 
how the US Congress will act in December, many 
view that it is likely to be extended further, till a 
more permanent EB-5 authorising legislation can 
be agreed. 
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Publication : For Press Release
Date: November, 2016
Link: http://bit.ly/2hMu0xf



Publication : Pressbox
Date: November, 2016
Link: http://bit.ly/2iCHOyc
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Publication : Exact Release
Date: September, 2016
Link: http://bit.ly/2fnlIuO
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Publication : Free Press Release
Date: 9th September, 2016
Link: http://bit.ly/2iDdAaa
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Publication : PR Log
Date: 8th September, 2016
Link: http://bit.ly/2idl3xZ
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Publication : India Infoline
Date: 9th September, 2016
Link: http://bit.ly/2hMRAtI
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Publication : 1888 Press Release
Date: 10th September, 2016
Link: http://bit.ly/2hMXo6e
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Publication : Online PR News
Date: 9th September, 2016
Link: http://bit.ly/2idRaxq
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Publication : Press Release Ping
Date: 8th September, 2016
Link: http://bit.ly/2idT9BC



Publication : PR Urgent
Date: 9th November, 2016
Link: http://bit.ly/2eVfodb
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Publication : Brie�ng Wire
Date: 11th September, 2016
Link: http://bit.ly/2fnjgVf
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Publication : PR Sync
Date: 9th November, 2016
Link: http://bit.ly/2elButl
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Publication : Free PR Now
Date: 9th November, 2016
Link: http://bit.ly/2eViEp0
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Publication : For Press Release
Date: 9th November, 2016
Link: http://bit.ly/2fgvcKI
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Publication : Free Press Release
Date: 10th November, 2016
Link: http://bit.ly/2eVg1Uo
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Publication : India PR Wire
Date: 9th November, 2016
Link: http://bit.ly/2eEr2YU

Davies & Associates, LLC prepare for a boost in Indian EB-5 visa applicants
post Trump's victory
Mark I. Davies, Global Chairman of Davies & Associates, LLC said, "Donald Trump's win in the Presidential
Elections will be beneficial for EB-5 visa applicants.While some of our clients have expressed concern with a
Trump victory we believed that concerns will be short-lived and that the Trump victory will cause more Indians to
apply for an EB5-based U.S. Immigrant visa

Gurgoan, Haryana, November 9, 2016 /India PRwire/  -- Davies & Associates, LLC, the leading US immigrant
investor visa firm in India for the EB-5 investor visa program anticipates growth in the number of EB-5 visa
applicants from India following the announcement of Donald J. Trump as the new President of the United States of
America.

Speaking on President Donald Trump's victory Mark I. Davies, Global Chairman of Davies & Associates, LLC
said, "Donald Trump's win in the Presidential Elections will be beneficial for EB-5 visa applicants. While some of
our clients have expressed concern with a Trump victory we believed that concerns will be short-lived and that the
Trump victory will cause more Indians to apply for an EB5-based U.S. Immigrant visa.

Trump has previously used the EB-5 visa program as a source of funding for some of his real estate projects. 
Trump branded development projects have been funded by wealthy Chinese investors using the EB-5 program.
Trump is clearly appears to be open to high-net-worth investors coming to the United States and receiving a
"Green Card"  in return for making a qualifying investment through the EB-5 program.

In the face of growing restrictions on the H visa program increasing numbers of Indian students studying in the
United States have used the EB5 program to obtain a "Green Card" and secure post-graduation employment. 
Trump has promised to further restrict, or even cancel, the H visa program.  This in turn will push students and
high-net-worth Indians aspiring for a Green Card to opt for the EB-5 visa program.

Trump has also indicated that he will support small and mid-sized business.  We believe that this will support the
success of Indian Nationals opening and expanding businesses in the United States using the Direct EB-5 program
and L visas.

We are positive that Trump's election as President will escalate the number of applications for the EB-5 visa
program in the near future."

Notes to Editor

About Davies & Associates, LLC

Davies & Associates, LLC is a full service U.S. immigration law firm headquartered in New York City, USA with
offices across the globe. The firm specializes in helping Indian businesses and individuals relocate to, grow in and
succeed in the United States.

With an exceptionally talented team of lawyers drawn from the "top 10" American law firms and leading ivy-league
schools, Davies & Associates, LLC primarily focuses on immigration law. Over time they have established
themselves as industry leaders for US immigration. They are well known for their industry leading client services
and obtaining remarkable results.

They are licensed to practice law in multiple international jurisdictions with offices based in strategic locations
around the world. The firm represents a wide range of clients such as multi-national corporations, mid and
small-sized businesses across all industrial sectors, investors, individual professionals, entrepreneurs as well as
families. Davies & Associates, LLC has a dedicated India and South East Asia team which comprises of dual
qualified attorneys licensed to practice law both in India and the United States.

For more information, please contact:

page 1 / 2



Publication : 1888 Press Release
Date: 10th November, 2016
Link: http://bit.ly/2fEoJaO
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Silicon India 
Featured a contributory article authored by Mr. Davies and Mr. Lohia on the future landscape for 
Indians in the US taking the H and L visa routes. The article talks about how the reduction of the 
H1B visa program will impact the Indian IT sector as Indians have been constantly awarded a large 
number of H1B visas in the IT Sector. The article also incorporates the anticipated e�ects of the 
Trump administration on the Indian economy and its counter e�ects on the US economy.

Silicon India is a Business of Technology magazine published from California and Bangalore. They 
serve as a platform for CIOs, CISOs, CXOs, IT Heads, Startups & Technology professionals and VCs of 
the industry to share their expertise and in turn help their contemporaries in building their IT 
strategy.

Date: December 2016
Link: http://bit.ly/2iDHI9H 

Publication : Silicon India 
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Date: 19th December 2016
Link:  http://bit.ly/2heXFik 

Publication : The Economic Times 

The exclusive full page Q & A article titled “70% of clients are unclear what will happen with Trump 
as President” was published in The Economic Times- Magazine post an interaction with Senior 
Assistant Editor Rahul Sachitanand. The article captures the essence of the anticipated changes in 
the immigration atmosphere for Indians, how the EB-5 program is under reported in India and the 
exploitation of the H1B program. The article quotes Mr. Davies saying “The denial rates are a result 
of incompetent preparedness, not necessarily a negative attitude towards individuals.” 
The interview also highlights a quote by Mr. Lohia on the H1B applications. He said “There has 
always been a resistance to Indians in the US. In the last �ve or six years (in terms of the) number of 
applications, three times the applications were �led according to the quota.”

The Economic Times is an English-language, Indian daily newspaper published by Bennett, 
Coleman & Co. Ltd.  It was �rst published in 1961 and is the world's second-most widely read 
English-language business newspaper, after the Wall Street Journal. The Newspaper has a 
readership of over 800,000. The Economic Times is published simultaneously from 12 
cities—Mumbai, Bangalore, Delhi, Chennai, Kolkata, Lucknow, Hyderabad, Jaipur, Ahmedabad, 
Nagpur, Chandigarh, and Pune.

The Economic Times 
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Date: 10th January 2017
Link:  http://bit.ly/2j6gEjg 

Publication : The Times of India

The article authored by Ranjani Ayyar and Rachel Chitra is titled ‘Stringent H1 visa norms in US to 
impact non-IT workers’. The article talks about how the changes in the H1-B visa norms would also 
a�ect the working class in other sectors along with the much talked about IT sector.
In the article Mr. Mark Davies said, “We have clients in di�erent sectors; in manufacturing, management 
consultancy, trucks, logistics, restaurants, hotels, the medical industry, medical testing, even insurance.” 
He further added, “There multiple factors that go into why certain people get selected in certain visa 
categories and that the EB5 visa route is the easiest route to get processed, provided you have the 
money. An L1 visa means you'd have to show merit - For instance, I've helped talented Indian chefs 
through their visa applications,"
The article also incorporates inputs from Ms. Anu Peshawari, immigration lawyer at Anu Attorney Law 
Firm.

The Times of India (TOI) is an Indian English-language daily newspaper. It is the third-largest 
newspaper in India by circulation and largest selling English-language daily in the world according to 
Audit Bureau of Circulations (India).It is the oldest English-language newspaper in India still in 
circulation, with its �rst edition published in 1838. In 1991, the BBC ranked The Times of India among 
the world's six best newspapers.

The Times of India

THE TIMES OF INDIA, CHENNAI *
TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2017 17TIMES BUSINESS

For more tech stories, visit toitech.com —Savio D’Souza & Ashutosh Desai 

downloads
RadioPublic
There are many entertaining podcasts, 

but the sheer number of channels 
crowding this space can make it hard for 
users to discover interesting content. Enter 
RadioPublic – its Home tab introduces you 
to new shows and episodes, while its 
Explore section is populated with playlists 
that are curated by the RadioPublic team. 

Here, shows are 
listed under heads 
like ‘Essential 
Listening’ and ‘Be an 
Informed Human’ 
(for educational 
content). And these 
are updated every 

time you log into the app. On RadioPublic,
there’s something for everyone: there’s 
‘Tumble Science Podcast’ for kids; ‘Pop 
Rocket’ for pop culture fans; ‘Good Job, 
Brain’ for you to test your general 
knowledge; BBC’s drama series ‘The 
Archers’, and more. RadioPublic lets you 
search for podcasts by name/keywords; it 
lets you download shows, keeps track of 
the episodes you’ve missed, and even lets 
you import your existing podcast feed.
Android, iOS | Free

Momi Coloring
Colouring books are known to help 

one focus, encourage mindfulness, 
calm frayed nerves and reduce emotional 
distress. Momi Coloring is an app that 
brings all these benefits to your tablet 
and smartphone. Just choose a colour from 
the palette, tap on an empty space to fill it 
with that hue and shade. Of course, you 

can even pinch-to-
zoom to paint 
smaller sections. 
When you register 
with the app, you 
get access to over 
a hundred artworks 
for free. The designs 

are organised in categories such as people, 
flowers, architecture and geometric 
shapes. Here, you will find simple as well 
as highly complex templates. Additionally, 
Momi lets you create your own designs 
from scratch and even save your colouring 
jobs on your device in HD. The app also has 
an active community: Momi’s “Explore” 
section displays colouring work by other 
members, which you can like, share, save 
and comment on. 
Android, iOS | Free

Rolling Sky
In Rolling Sky, you have to guide a 

ball across a floating 3D universe. 
You have to swipe your finger left or 
right to manoeuvre the orb and avoid 
obstacles along the way. While the ball 
automatically jumps over gaps, you have 
to continue guiding it towards solid 
ground or else it will fall and you have to 

start all over again. 
Gameplay is fast 
and requires focus 
as well as quick 
reflexes. Thankfully, 
you get up to ten 
lives to cover as 
much ground as 

you can. Things get trickier as you 
progress: you have to dodge moving 
obstacles, avoid false platforms and 
more. Don’t forget to collect gems along 
the way, earn shields for added protection 
and “keys”, which will let you unlock 
new levels. Rolling Sky can be frustrating 
but is addictive too. Currently there are 
fourteen maps, each with different 
themes – arcade, forest, industrial, etc 
– and matching music to go with them. 
Android, iOS | Free

Notey
Notey acts as a “discovery platform” 

from where you can navigate to the 
best blogs on the internet. It scours through 
millions of web posts to give you top stories 
in over five lakh topics in subjects like art, 
design, culture, travel, architecture, science, 
environment, technology and more. You 
can navigate Notey by latest stories, topics, 
publishers, people and even by country 
(including India). So whether you’re 
researching a holiday in Shimla, or looking 
for features on Barcelona FC, or the latest 
internet buzz on India’s demonetisation, 
you will find it here. All the blogs curated 
by Notey are based on what you read, and 
what you chose to ‘up vote’. And if you sign 
in to this website with your Facebook ID, 
you can discover which of your friends are 
a part of the Notey community, allowing you 
to share posts with one another.  Of course, 
you can always use its search bar – in the 
top right-hand corner – to look your pals up. 
Bookmark this one as a dashboard for all 
your daily news and views.
notey.com

Featured Creature
This website – in existence since August 

2010 – was started and is maintained by 
Carly Brook, a public relations professional 
who loves animals and is dedicated to 
introducing the world to creatures that 
most of us don’t even know exist. Each 
entry is packed with pictures, videos as well 
as informative text in simple English. Here 
you will find all sorts of exotic insects, sea 
monsters, cute pets, wild beasts, colourful 
birds and more. For instance, on Featured 
Creature, you can learn about caterpillars 
that look like Albert Einstein, horses that 
appear to be made out of gold, a blue snail 
that glows as if it’s radioactive, a sea slug – 
called Tritonia Khaleesi – named after 
Daenerys Targaryen from Game of Thrones, 
and cats that look like werewolves. At 
present, Featured Creature has an archive 
of over 235 pages and more than 1,200 
entries. Indeed, it’s a great resource for 
adults and kids to learn about Earth’s great 
wildlife diversity.  
featuredcreature.com

Lovely Charts
This resource lets you create professional 

flowcharts, sitemaps, business process 
diagrams, organisation charts, wireframes 
and more. When you register for a free 
account you are presented with a short 
video that explains Lovely Charts’ user 
interface and the simple process through 
which you can create graphics for your 
presentations, websites and projects. 
You get ready access to a text tool, graphic 
resources, shapes, boxes and arrows that 
you can drag and drop into your diagram. 
When you’re done, you can save your work 
to your web account, or export it to your 
desktop as a PNG or JPG file. And if you 
need additional features, like importing 
additional vector shapes, or automatic 
layouts that beautify your infographic, 
or even the tool that lets you generate a 
chart from a text file, you can always try 
out Lovely Charts’ premium version for the 
web and desktop. 
lovelycharts.com

TECHTONIC

bookmarks

Chennai: Standard Chartered Global Shared Services Centre has been renamed as Standard Chartered Global Business Ser-
vices (GBS) Private Limited. Standard Chartered Bank runs the shared services centre with Scope International Private Limi-
ted.

Standard Chartered GBS India operates in seven locations in Chennai and three in Bengaluru and is a part of a network of
information technology and operations centres. Standard Chartered GBS India, which began its operations in Chennai in
2001, will remain a wholly owned subsidiary of Standard Chartered Bank UK Plc.

Zarin Daruwala, CEO, Standard Chartered Bank India, said: “Standard Chartered GBS is at the heart of all our core proces-
ses and keeps our bank running seamlessly. Our refreshed GBS strategy is about putting clients at the heart of what we do, dri-
ving innovation, investing in technology and our people, and ensuring an in-depth understanding of our businesses.” TNN

Stan Chart rebrands its shared service centre

Chennai: Apart from IT wor-
kers, a whole set of other skil-
led workers — from market re-
search analysts to financial
advisors, web developers, tea-
chers, artists, medicos and pa-
ramedics — might see their
dreams of moving to the US
never bear fruition. 

With most of them dra-
wing salaries between the
$60,000 to $100,000 cap, a new
bill proposed by Congress is
likely to affect these workers
just as much as it hurts the IT
industry.

Skilled employment in the
US is back in the limelight, af-
ter US Congressmen reintro-
duced a bill last week that has
upped the ante for H1B visas.
The bill has raised the bench-
mark from $60,000 to a mini-
mum of $100,000 to be able to
work in America. It also seeks
to remove a master’s degree
exemption that currently ex-
ists. Unlike popular percep-
tion that ties H1B visas with
the IT industry, industry ob-
servers said that there are a
lot of non-IT workers too, who
are going to be impacted by
this move.

“I’ve had several Montes-
sori and high school teachers
asking me how such a cap can
be met. IT professionals can
easily meet this threshold but
teachers and lecturers are pa-
id much less. The American
education system relies hea-

vily on sourcing teachers
from other countries. They
need to consider other sector
impacts as well,” said 
Anu Peshawari, immigration
lawyer at Anu Attorney Law
Firm.

When Shravya Jain, 29, got
her H1B visa it felt like she had
won a lottery. And the US sy-
stem for handing out work vi-
sa for student immigrants
works pretty much like a lotte-
ry system — something that
could get tougher given the
Congress’ recent move and
President-elect Trump’s anti-
immigrant rhetoric.

Students studying in the
US get two rounds of intervi-
ew . Jain had a tough one year
soon after she passed out of
Colombia University of Jour-
nalism, New York. 

“I was on a F1 student visa
and companies had internal
rules against hiring candida-
tes like me. Even if their inter-
nal policy did not forbid it,

they were not keen to be hi-
ring an outsider given the cur-
rent political climate,” said
Jain, who works as an associa-
te with advocacy agency Cli-
mate Nexus, which sponsored
her visa during a six-month
fellowship programme.

Chances of a visa go-ahead
also depends on the skill set
being applied for. When a qua-
lified nurse Anita Mary, appli-
ed to the US, she did so to conti-
nue her spiritual work. She
had received a sponsorship
from a non-profit organisa-
tion in Los Angeles, despite
which her visa application got
rejected. “When my applica-
tion for rejected I was told I
would have had a higher chan-
ce of acceptance if I had tried
to go the US as a nurse. The US
apparently has a shortage of
skilled nurses,” said Mary.

Immigration lawyers said
that the new measures would
force more people to try visas
under other routes such as L1-

if they were qualified and EB5
- if they had the money. 

“People will also try under
the O1category, which is in re-
cognition of people with ex-
traordinary talent in the field
of arts, music, education, sci-
ence, sports, etc,” said Pesha-
waria.

Mark Davies, an immi-
grant lawyer who works both
in the US and UK, said that
there were a lot of his clients
who have been applying for vi-
sas under L1and EB5.

“We have clients in diffe-
rent sectors; in manufactu-
ring, management consultan-
cy, trucks, logistics, restau-
rants, hotels, the medical in-
dustry, medical testing, even
insurance,” said Davies.

Davies said that there are
multiple factors that go into
why certain people get selec-
ted in certain visa categories.
"EB5 visa route is the easiest
route to get processed, provi-
ded you have the money. An L1
visa means you'd have to show
merit - For instance, I've hel-
ped talented Indian chefs
through their visa applica-
tions," he said.

Lawyers said that the
Trump regime might affect
skilled workers, but not high-
ly-skilled workers or potenti-
al investors with deep pock-
ets. “Trump welcomes invest-
ments coming to the US. He
has always been viewed as 
being friendly to the business
community,” said Peshawa-
ria.

Policy Makes Life Difficult For Teachers, Researchers, Analysts 

Stringent H1 visa norms in
US to impact non-IT workers

Bengaluru:Citi India is set to
end that long and painful aut-
hentication process during
phone banking and replace it
with a simple and short voice
verification.

The bank says this will
bring down the authentica-
tion completion time from an
average 45 seconds to a maxi-
mum of 15 seconds, saving aro-
und 100,000 customer hours
annually. This will also free up
the bank’s call-handling staff
to do more value-added work.
“Voice biometrics is going to
change the service paradigm
dramatically,” Anand Chopra,
managing director and head
of operations and technology
in Citi South Asia, told TOI in
an exclusive interaction.

Citiphone officers handle
an average of 12.5 million calls
in India annually and 70% of
the customer calls are for
simple enquiries about their
balances, available credit li-
mit, reward point redemption
and accrual, generation of
PINs for transactions or to
convert transactions into
EMIs. Today, the authentica-
tion process is a combination
of multiple forms. 

Progressive customers
sign up for telephone banking
PIN. Others tend to use date of
birth and address along with

their card number. “We are de-
aling with your hard earned
money so we need to ensure a
very high degree of security
on every call. Hence officers
may ask about the last trans-
action, or sometimes even the
last three, to ascertain that the
person who is calling is really
the person he or she claims to
be. It is always a complex situ-
ation,” Chopra said.

Now, a customer’s voice
can replace all of this, if he or
she chooses. Customers can
enroll to record his or her voi-
ce prints during normal con-
versation. During a call, the
system will capture the voice
track, accent and voice modu-
lation. Each voice print is as
distinct as a fingerprint, and it
will be uniquely tagged and
stored in the database.

Once it is so tagged, the

next time the customer calls,
the system will immediately
tell the phone officer whether
the person is indeed the acco-
unt holder.

Citi has partnered with Is-
raeli software firm Nice to roll
out the service and uses US-
based speech company Nuan-
ce’s authentication engine. 

“The voice biometrics pie-
ce continues to get better as
you keep calling and we keep
receiving more data based on
your voice prints. The quality
of our match becomes even
quicker and better as this is a
learning network,” Chopra
said. Banks are typically
among the fastest adopters of
technology, and many today
offer digital touchpoints and
form factors that have made
visiting branches an experi-
ence of the past. 

Citi India to get rid of painful
authentication process

Shilpa Phadnis &
Sujit John TNN

New Delhi: Mondelez Interna-
tional, the maker of Cadbury
and Oreo cookies, has agreed to
pay $13 million in civil penalties
to US markets regulator the Se-
curities and Exchange Com-
mission (SEC) to settle charges
of violating the internal cont-
rols and books-and-records pro-
visions of the Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act (FCPA) in India.
The SEC said that Mondelez’s
subsidiary here, Cadbury India
(now known as Mondelez India
Foods), had made payments to a
consultant, who had allegedly
bribed officials and politicians
to get licenses for its factory in
Baddi in Himachal Pradesh. It
was alleged that the licences
helped Cadbury claim a tax ex-
emption of around $90 million
(around Rs 600 crore). 

A statement from the SEC
said Cadbury India paid the
consultant around $90,666 (after
withholding tax). After each pa-
yment, the agent withdrew the
funds in cash from his bank ac-
count. Kraft Foods bought UK-
based Cadbury in 2010 for about
$19 billion and in 2012 changed
its name to Mondelz after spin-
ning off its North American
grocery business. The company
acquired the Baddi plant, when
it bought Cadbury.

Mondelez to
settle India

FCPA violation
charges

John.Sarkar@timesgroup.com

Beijing: US fast-food giant
McDonald’s will sell a con-
trolling stake in its China
and Hong Kong business
for up to $2.1billion to a con-
sortium including state-
owned Citic and the Carlyle
Group, it was announced
on Monday.

The deal is part of an in-
ternational turnaround
plan by the Golden Arches
as it struggles with slug-
gish growth at home. Citic
Limited, Citic Capital Hold-
ings, Carlyle Group and
McDonald’s will form a
company that will act as a
franchisee for the chain’s
business in mainland Chi-
na and Hong Kong for 20
years, the companies said
in a joint statement.

Citic is a vast Chinese
state-owned conglomerate
with interests in business-
es ranging from energy and
manufacturing to real es-
tate.

It said in a statement to
the Hong Kong Stock Ex-
change that the purchase
would deepen its exposure
to China’s consumer sector,
“which is poised to be the
main driver of China’s
economy for decades to
come”. The burger chain

last year announced plans
to sell its over 2,600 restau-
rants in China and Hong
Kong, after sales took a hit
as tensions in South China
Sea dented US companies’
earnings in the country. Its
China business also suf-
fered a blow in 2014 after a
food safety scandal involv-
ing one of its meat suppli-
ers.

The deal gives McDo-
nald’s partners “who have
an unmatched understand-
ing of the local markets and
bring enhanced capabili-
ties”, CEO Steve Easter-
brook said in the statement.

Citic and Citic Capital
will have a stake of 52%,
Carlyle will take 28% and
McDonald’s will retain 20%
of the new company. It will
focus on growth in China’s
smaller regional cities and
plans to open more than
1,500 restaurants in the
mainland and Hong Kong
over the next five years.
“Citic and Carlyle’s re-
sources will allow McDo-
nald's to expand rapidly
and refurbish old restau-
rants, which is expensive to
do,” Ben Cavender of China
Market Research Group
told Bloomberg News. AFP

McDonald’s to
sell China, HK
biz for $2.1bn New Delhi: The Department

of Telecom will meet telecom
operators once again this 
quarter for a status check on
call drops, which it says, has
improved but still not satisfac-
tory.

“The call drop situation
has shown improvement with
additional spectrum availabi-
lity, and the private sector ma-
king more investments in
technology and towers... but it
is not satisfactory because
call drops are happening,” Te-
lecom Secretary, JS Deepak
said. DoT had held discus-
sions with telecom operators
last year on the consumer-
centric issue of call drops and
quality of service. PTI 

DoT to meet
telcos to check
on call drops

TURBULENT TIMES
US Congressmen reintroduced 

a bill last week to tighten H1B 
visa norms. 

The bill has raised the 
minimum salary from $60,000 to 
a minimum of $100,000 to work 
in America. 

It also seeks to remove a 
master’s degree exemption that 
currently exists.

Move has sent jitters down IT 
professionals who use the H1B 

route to migrate to America
Immigration experts say 

impact will be beyond the IT 
sector. 

Market research analysts, 
financial analysts, web 
developers, teachers stand to be 
affected by stringent visa norms

New measures will force 
people to opt for other routes 
such as L1, EB 5 and O 
categories

Ranjani.Ayyar & 
Rachel.Chitra TNN

HELLO TO EASY PHONE BANKING 

� Bank 
expects to 
enroll most of 
its Indian 
customers in 
voice 
authentication 
in six 
months

� New 
verification to 

cut 
authentication 

from
45 seconds to 

a maximum of 
15 seconds,

saving 
around 100,000 

customer 
hours 

annually

� In India, Citiphone officers handle 12.5 million
calls annually; 70% of customer calls are for 
simple banking enquiries such as balances, credit 
limit and reward point redemption

� Citi started voice 
authentication in US in 

2015, and over the 
past six months has 
been rolling it out 
across all its 
consumer banking 

markets in Asia 
Pacific
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Date: 18th January 2017
Link:  http://bit.ly/2jxpYMF 

Publication : The Pioneer                                                

The article titled ‘Be aware of all guidelines’ 
was published post an email interaction 
between Mr. Mark  Davies, Global Chairman 
of Davies & Associates, LLC and  Senior 
Assistant Editor, Shalini Saksena of The 
Pioneer . Through the article Mr Mark Davies 
talks about the various visa programmes and 
frauds Indians should be aware of.
Mr. Davies emphasized how bene�cial and 
lucrative the EB-5 visa is in comparison to 
other visa programmes such L-1 or H1-B visa. 
He stated that the EB-5 visa is the fastest and 
easiest way for Indians to obtain the right to 
permanently reside and work in the US. He 
also mentioned how the EB-5 visa 
programme can contribute to the Make in 
India movement and fuel the demand for 
Indian goods and services.

The Pioneer is an English language 
newspaper in India. It is published from 
multiple locations in India, including Delhi. It 
is the second oldest English language 
newspaper in India that is operational.

The Pioneer 
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Date: 25th January 2017
Link:  http://bit.ly/2j3Bosu 

Publication : The Times of India

The article titled ‘New US bill proposal to be 
far harsher than earlier ones: Analysts’ is 
authored by Rachel Chitra. The article 
focuses on a new bi-partisan bill to be 
introduced in the US Parliament. 
Mr. Mark Davies has been quoted in the 
article saying, “These are still only in the 
proposal stage. But in the current political 
climate it is to be expected the newer bills 
will seek to be tougher. The new Trump 
government has made it clear that they are 
not a fan of the H1-B visa. Their e�orts going 
forward will be to tighten the programme”.
Mr. Davies also said that there would also be 
other risks with the new bill. He continued to 
add that there could be preferential or 
conditional issuance of H1-B visas and that 
he believes that the Trump regime would be 
interested more in investments from India 
via a programme like EB-5 than a skilled 
workers programme like H1-B.
Mr. Davies has been quoted alongside JP 
Morgan.

The Times of India (TOI) is an Indian 
English-language daily newspaper. It is the 
third-largest newspaper in India by 
circulation and largest selling 
English-language daily in the world 
according to Audit Bureau of Circulations 
(India).It is the oldest English-language 
newspaper in India still in circulation, with its 
�rst edition published in 1838. In 1991, the 
BBC ranked The Times of India among the 
world's six best newspapers.

The Times of India
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Date: 29th January 2017
Link:  http://bit.ly/2u989Ke

Publication : The Economic Times 

The article India’s IT industry fears a hit from 
Trump’s ban appeared on 29th January 2017 
and was authored by Shilpa Phadsnis. The 
article talks about Donald Trump’s 
immigration order against people from 
seven Muslim-majority countries and how it 
would have a minor bene�cial impact on 
Indian Tech Talent.
According to the article, during the 
interaction between Mr. Davies and the 
journalist, Mr. Davies said that few people 
believe that Trump will introduce other 
measures that will directly hit Indian IT. One 
major target is expected to be is the H1B and 
L-1 visa programmes that Indian IT 
companies use to move employees to the US 
for long periods to work on customer 
projects. The article also mentions Mr. Davies 
saying that Trump is no fan of the H1-B visa 
programme.
Mr. Davies is quoted in the article saying, 
“He’s making sure that it is more the talented 
worker that comes to US. He is not trying to 
exclude people who have a unique skillset. 
The problem comes with people with lower 
level skillsets with large scale contracts 
deployed on the H1-B programme.
The piece includes inputs from Saju James, 
partner and Managing Director Fragomen 
India  and Vikram Shro�  leader of HR Law 
Practice at Nishit Desai Associates.

The Economic Times is an English-language, 
Indian daily newspaper published by 
Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd.  It was �rst 
published in 1961 and is the world's 
second-most widely read English-language 
business newspaper, after the Wall Street 
Journal. The Newspaper has a readership of 
over 800,000. The Economic Times is 
published simultaneously from 12 
cities—Mumbai, Bangalore, Delhi, Chennai, 
Kolkata, Lucknow, Hyderabad, Jaipur, 
Ahmedabad, Nagpur, Chandigarh, and Pune.

The Economic Times
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Silicon India
India's Leading EB-5 Law Firm Reports 
Record Spike in EB-5 Filings Ahead of New 
Law to End the EB-5 Program and H1-B 
Salary Hike is a press release that was 
published in Silicon India following the 
news of bill that would terminate the EB-5 
programme came through.
The said bill lead to a record breaking 
spike in Indian EB-5 �lings. This hike is 
attributed to concerns about a Bill that 
would terminate the EB-5 program if 
passed. The EB5 program enables foreign 
investors to attain lawful permanent 
residency by investing a certain sum in 
the U.S. Economy.
Mr. Davies expressed himself and said, “By 
�ling an I-526 before April clients are 
trying to protect themselves from either 
the termination of the program or a 
substantial increase in the required 
capital.  Given the likely H1-B salary hike, 
some clients are rushing to use this 
window to insure their children are well 
equipped to pursue post-graduation 
employment in the US” 
The press release was published in various 
other renowned online portals such as 
Deccan Herald and The American Bazaar 
amongst others.

Silicon India is a Business of Technology 
magazine published from California and 
Bangalore. They serve as a platform for 
CIOs, CISOs, CXOs, IT Heads, Startups & 
Technology professionals and VCs of the 
industry to share their expertise and in 
turn help their contemporaries in building 
their IT strategy.

Date: 6th February, 2017
Link:  http://bit.ly/2l�vNc

Publication : Silicon India
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Deccan Herald 
The article titled ‘Davies & Associates reports record spike in EB-5 Filings’ Is posted as a press release 
staing how Davies & Associates, LLC   has reported an increase in the �lings of Indian EB-5 petitions this 
year. This is on account of concerns about a Bill that would terminate the EB-5 Program.
According to Mr Mark Davies, Global Chairman of Davies &  Associates,  LLC, ”This is the �rst time we 
have seen a bill to completely end the EB-5 program, while we feel that the S 232 will pass, the Regional 
Center EB-5 Program is due to end in the end of April 2017 anyway unless extended by Congress. If the 
EB-5 program is extended in April there is a much higher chance than ever before that the investment 
requirement will be substantially increased in the near future.”
The press release was carried by various other online portals across India.

Deccan Herald is among the most widely read mainline dailies in Karnataka. Its circulations if 1,61,000. 
It was founded 54 years ago when the �rst edition hit the streets on June 16, 1948.
Although focused on Karnataka and Bangalore, its coverage of national and world happenings is 
equally comprehensive and analytical. Deccan Herald is also the voice of the masses - on its agenda is 
a relentless campaign against corruption and advocacy of pro-environment economic development.

Date: 7th February, 2017
Link: http://bit.ly/2kMWTNS  

Publication : Deccan Herald
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American Baazar 
The article titled   ‘Senate bill that calls for 
ending EB-5 program triggers huge spike 
in investor visa applications from India 
law �rm’ disseminated as a  press release 
was  featured in  The American Bazaar 
Wire. The press release statesthe record 
breaking spike of Indians applying for visa 
to the US through the EB-5 Program, in 
context to the Senate Bill to cut the EB-5 
Program.
According to Mr Mark Davies, Global 
Chairman of Davies & Associates LLC, 
”This is the �rst time we have seen a bill to 
completely end the EB-5 program, while 
we feel that the S 232 will pass, the 
Regional Center EB-5 Program is due to 
end in the end of April 2017 anyway 
unless extended by Congress. If the EB-5 
program is extended in April there is a 
much higher chance than ever before that 
the investment requirement will be 
substantially increased in the near future.”
Davies &Associates,LLC  �rm states “clients 
are also �ocking to the EB-5 program 
given the increase in the H1-B salary 
requirements in the H1-B reform Bill.”

The American Bazaar is an online 
publication that covers the Indian and 
South Asian American community, with a 
heavy focus on business. The areas it 
covers include technology, �nance, 
politics and entertainment. Based in 
Washington, DC, it has reporters and 
contributors all over the United States.

Date: 7th February, 2017
Link: http://bit.ly/2liWUdo  

Publication : American Baazar

41



Date: 8th Feb 2017           
Link: http://bit.ly/2liT4Bd  

Publication : The Asian Age                                   

The Asian Age
The exclusive article titled ‘Parol to help Indians set up biz in US’ was published post a telecon 
interaction between journalist Olga Tellis and Mr. Mark Davies. The piece talks about how the H-1B visa 
is not the best option for Indians to migrate to the US and incorporates brief details about the EB-5 visa 
program. The article also, brings to the forefront a new program called Parole through which an Indian 
entrepreneur could set up an enterprise in the US with additional investment from a US investor. 

The article incorporates various quotes by Mr. Mark Davies in which he talks about several options 
apart from the H-1B that an individual could use to relocate to the US. He said that the EB-5 program 
was being used by Indian billionaires and other high net worth individuals partly because H-1B visas 
will no longer be a ticket for post graduates for getting a job in the US.

The Asian Age was founded in 1994  and is published in several cities such as Ahmedabad, Bangalore, 
Calcutta, Delhi, Guwahati and Mumbai as well as in London. The Asian Age has a three point editorial 
policy to inform, educate and entertain its readers. Its readership consists of mainly young executives.
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Publication : The Times of India
Date: 14th March, 2017
Link: http://bit.ly/2n4lzTD 

The Times of India
In the article titled ‘Trump’s merit based 
immigration may be good for Indian IT’, Rachel 
Chitra talks about how Donald Trump’s push for 
merit based immigration system could bene�t 
high-tech professionals from countries like India. 
The article states that during an earlier interaction 
Mr. Davies had mentioned to TOI that Donald 
Trump’s statements where he intends to scrap the 
H1-B program is just a political position. The intent 
behind the statement is on stopping the abuse of 
the programme and we don’t believe it will impact 
the L-1 visas of highly quali�ed individuals. In the 
article the journalist also states that Mr Davies 
noted that Trump has time and again has favoured 
the business and tech community hires of highly 
skilled Asian executives. “one can ignore the 
rhetoric,”  he said.

The Times of India (TOI) is an Indian 
English-language daily newspaper. It is the 
third-largest newspaper in India by circulation and 
largest selling English-language daily in the world 
according to Audit Bureau of Circulations (India).It is 
the oldest English-language newspaper in India still 
in circulation, with its �rst edition published in 
1838. In 1991, the BBC ranked The Times of India 
among the world's six best newspapers.
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Publication : The Pioneer
Date: 22nd March, 2017
Link:  http://bit.ly/2nWbS7C 

The Pioneer
The article titled ‘Why US’ is authored by Mr. 
Abhinav Lohia, Partner and Practice Chair India and 
South-East Asia for Davies & Associates, LLC 
appeared on  The article focuses on why the US 
market is the most lucrative for Indians planning to 
move abroad in comparison to other countries like 
New Zealand and Canada. The article primarily 
highlights the infrastructural, educational and 
geographical bene�ts of moving to the US in 
contrast to other countries around the world. The 
article also talks about how the EB-5 investor visa 
programme is one of the cheapest residency 
programmes in the world when compared to global 
powers and developed nations.

The Pioneer is an English language newspaper in 
India. It is published from multiple locations in 
India, including Delhi. It is the second oldest English 
language newspaper in India that is operational.
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downloads
RadioPublic
There are many entertaining podcasts, 

but the sheer number of channels 
crowding this space can make it hard for 
users to discover interesting content. Enter 
RadioPublic – its Home tab introduces you 
to new shows and episodes, while its 
Explore section is populated with playlists 
that are curated by the RadioPublic team. 

Here, shows are 
listed under heads 
like ‘Essential 
Listening’ and ‘Be an 
Informed Human’ 
(for educational 
content). And these 
are updated every 

time you log into the app. On RadioPublic,
there’s something for everyone: there’s 
‘Tumble Science Podcast’ for kids; ‘Pop 
Rocket’ for pop culture fans; ‘Good Job, 
Brain’ for you to test your general 
knowledge; BBC’s drama series ‘The 
Archers’, and more. RadioPublic lets you 
search for podcasts by name/keywords; it 
lets you download shows, keeps track of 
the episodes you’ve missed, and even lets 
you import your existing podcast feed.
Android, iOS | Free

Momi Coloring
Colouring books are known to help 

one focus, encourage mindfulness, 
calm frayed nerves and reduce emotional 
distress. Momi Coloring is an app that 
brings all these benefits to your tablet 
and smartphone. Just choose a colour from 
the palette, tap on an empty space to fill it 
with that hue and shade. Of course, you 

can even pinch-to-
zoom to paint 
smaller sections. 
When you register 
with the app, you 
get access to over 
a hundred artworks 
for free. The designs 

are organised in categories such as people, 
flowers, architecture and geometric 
shapes. Here, you will find simple as well 
as highly complex templates. Additionally, 
Momi lets you create your own designs 
from scratch and even save your colouring 
jobs on your device in HD. The app also has 
an active community: Momi’s “Explore” 
section displays colouring work by other 
members, which you can like, share, save 
and comment on. 
Android, iOS | Free

Rolling Sky
In Rolling Sky, you have to guide a 

ball across a floating 3D universe. 
You have to swipe your finger left or 
right to manoeuvre the orb and avoid 
obstacles along the way. While the ball 
automatically jumps over gaps, you have 
to continue guiding it towards solid 
ground or else it will fall and you have to 

start all over again. 
Gameplay is fast 
and requires focus 
as well as quick 
reflexes. Thankfully, 
you get up to ten 
lives to cover as 
much ground as 

you can. Things get trickier as you 
progress: you have to dodge moving 
obstacles, avoid false platforms and 
more. Don’t forget to collect gems along 
the way, earn shields for added protection 
and “keys”, which will let you unlock 
new levels. Rolling Sky can be frustrating 
but is addictive too. Currently there are 
fourteen maps, each with different 
themes – arcade, forest, industrial, etc 
– and matching music to go with them. 
Android, iOS | Free

Notey
Notey acts as a “discovery platform” 

from where you can navigate to the 
best blogs on the internet. It scours through 
millions of web posts to give you top stories 
in over five lakh topics in subjects like art, 
design, culture, travel, architecture, science, 
environment, technology and more. You 
can navigate Notey by latest stories, topics, 
publishers, people and even by country 
(including India). So whether you’re 
researching a holiday in Shimla, or looking 
for features on Barcelona FC, or the latest 
internet buzz on India’s demonetisation, 
you will find it here. All the blogs curated 
by Notey are based on what you read, and 
what you chose to ‘up vote’. And if you sign 
in to this website with your Facebook ID, 
you can discover which of your friends are 
a part of the Notey community, allowing you 
to share posts with one another.  Of course, 
you can always use its search bar – in the 
top right-hand corner – to look your pals up. 
Bookmark this one as a dashboard for all 
your daily news and views.
notey.com

Featured Creature
This website – in existence since August 

2010 – was started and is maintained by 
Carly Brook, a public relations professional 
who loves animals and is dedicated to 
introducing the world to creatures that 
most of us don’t even know exist. Each 
entry is packed with pictures, videos as well 
as informative text in simple English. Here 
you will find all sorts of exotic insects, sea 
monsters, cute pets, wild beasts, colourful 
birds and more. For instance, on Featured 
Creature, you can learn about caterpillars 
that look like Albert Einstein, horses that 
appear to be made out of gold, a blue snail 
that glows as if it’s radioactive, a sea slug – 
called Tritonia Khaleesi – named after 
Daenerys Targaryen from Game of Thrones, 
and cats that look like werewolves. At 
present, Featured Creature has an archive 
of over 235 pages and more than 1,200 
entries. Indeed, it’s a great resource for 
adults and kids to learn about Earth’s great 
wildlife diversity.  
featuredcreature.com

Lovely Charts
This resource lets you create professional 

flowcharts, sitemaps, business process 
diagrams, organisation charts, wireframes 
and more. When you register for a free 
account you are presented with a short 
video that explains Lovely Charts’ user 
interface and the simple process through 
which you can create graphics for your 
presentations, websites and projects. 
You get ready access to a text tool, graphic 
resources, shapes, boxes and arrows that 
you can drag and drop into your diagram. 
When you’re done, you can save your work 
to your web account, or export it to your 
desktop as a PNG or JPG file. And if you 
need additional features, like importing 
additional vector shapes, or automatic 
layouts that beautify your infographic, 
or even the tool that lets you generate a 
chart from a text file, you can always try 
out Lovely Charts’ premium version for the 
web and desktop. 
lovelycharts.com

TECHTONIC

bookmarks

Chennai: Standard Chartered Global Shared Services Centre has been renamed as Standard Chartered Global Business Ser-
vices (GBS) Private Limited. Standard Chartered Bank runs the shared services centre with Scope International Private Limi-
ted.

Standard Chartered GBS India operates in seven locations in Chennai and three in Bengaluru and is a part of a network of
information technology and operations centres. Standard Chartered GBS India, which began its operations in Chennai in
2001, will remain a wholly owned subsidiary of Standard Chartered Bank UK Plc.

Zarin Daruwala, CEO, Standard Chartered Bank India, said: “Standard Chartered GBS is at the heart of all our core proces-
ses and keeps our bank running seamlessly. Our refreshed GBS strategy is about putting clients at the heart of what we do, dri-
ving innovation, investing in technology and our people, and ensuring an in-depth understanding of our businesses.” TNN

Stan Chart rebrands its shared service centre

Chennai: Apart from IT wor-
kers, a whole set of other skil-
led workers — from market re-
search analysts to financial
advisors, web developers, tea-
chers, artists, medicos and pa-
ramedics — might see their
dreams of moving to the US
never bear fruition. 

With most of them dra-
wing salaries between the
$60,000 to $100,000 cap, a new
bill proposed by Congress is
likely to affect these workers
just as much as it hurts the IT
industry.

Skilled employment in the
US is back in the limelight, af-
ter US Congressmen reintro-
duced a bill last week that has
upped the ante for H1B visas.
The bill has raised the bench-
mark from $60,000 to a mini-
mum of $100,000 to be able to
work in America. It also seeks
to remove a master’s degree
exemption that currently ex-
ists. Unlike popular percep-
tion that ties H1B visas with
the IT industry, industry ob-
servers said that there are a
lot of non-IT workers too, who
are going to be impacted by
this move.

“I’ve had several Montes-
sori and high school teachers
asking me how such a cap can
be met. IT professionals can
easily meet this threshold but
teachers and lecturers are pa-
id much less. The American
education system relies hea-

vily on sourcing teachers
from other countries. They
need to consider other sector
impacts as well,” said 
Anu Peshawari, immigration
lawyer at Anu Attorney Law
Firm.

When Shravya Jain, 29, got
her H1B visa it felt like she had
won a lottery. And the US sy-
stem for handing out work vi-
sa for student immigrants
works pretty much like a lotte-
ry system — something that
could get tougher given the
Congress’ recent move and
President-elect Trump’s anti-
immigrant rhetoric.

Students studying in the
US get two rounds of intervi-
ew . Jain had a tough one year
soon after she passed out of
Colombia University of Jour-
nalism, New York. 

“I was on a F1 student visa
and companies had internal
rules against hiring candida-
tes like me. Even if their inter-
nal policy did not forbid it,

they were not keen to be hi-
ring an outsider given the cur-
rent political climate,” said
Jain, who works as an associa-
te with advocacy agency Cli-
mate Nexus, which sponsored
her visa during a six-month
fellowship programme.

Chances of a visa go-ahead
also depends on the skill set
being applied for. When a qua-
lified nurse Anita Mary, appli-
ed to the US, she did so to conti-
nue her spiritual work. She
had received a sponsorship
from a non-profit organisa-
tion in Los Angeles, despite
which her visa application got
rejected. “When my applica-
tion for rejected I was told I
would have had a higher chan-
ce of acceptance if I had tried
to go the US as a nurse. The US
apparently has a shortage of
skilled nurses,” said Mary.

Immigration lawyers said
that the new measures would
force more people to try visas
under other routes such as L1-

if they were qualified and EB5
- if they had the money. 

“People will also try under
the O1category, which is in re-
cognition of people with ex-
traordinary talent in the field
of arts, music, education, sci-
ence, sports, etc,” said Pesha-
waria.

Mark Davies, an immi-
grant lawyer who works both
in the US and UK, said that
there were a lot of his clients
who have been applying for vi-
sas under L1and EB5.

“We have clients in diffe-
rent sectors; in manufactu-
ring, management consultan-
cy, trucks, logistics, restau-
rants, hotels, the medical in-
dustry, medical testing, even
insurance,” said Davies.

Davies said that there are
multiple factors that go into
why certain people get selec-
ted in certain visa categories.
"EB5 visa route is the easiest
route to get processed, provi-
ded you have the money. An L1
visa means you'd have to show
merit - For instance, I've hel-
ped talented Indian chefs
through their visa applica-
tions," he said.

Lawyers said that the
Trump regime might affect
skilled workers, but not high-
ly-skilled workers or potenti-
al investors with deep pock-
ets. “Trump welcomes invest-
ments coming to the US. He
has always been viewed as 
being friendly to the business
community,” said Peshawa-
ria.

Policy Makes Life Difficult For Teachers, Researchers, Analysts 

Stringent H1 visa norms in
US to impact non-IT workers

Bengaluru:Citi India is set to
end that long and painful aut-
hentication process during
phone banking and replace it
with a simple and short voice
verification.

The bank says this will
bring down the authentica-
tion completion time from an
average 45 seconds to a maxi-
mum of 15 seconds, saving aro-
und 100,000 customer hours
annually. This will also free up
the bank’s call-handling staff
to do more value-added work.
“Voice biometrics is going to
change the service paradigm
dramatically,” Anand Chopra,
managing director and head
of operations and technology
in Citi South Asia, told TOI in
an exclusive interaction.

Citiphone officers handle
an average of 12.5 million calls
in India annually and 70% of
the customer calls are for
simple enquiries about their
balances, available credit li-
mit, reward point redemption
and accrual, generation of
PINs for transactions or to
convert transactions into
EMIs. Today, the authentica-
tion process is a combination
of multiple forms. 

Progressive customers
sign up for telephone banking
PIN. Others tend to use date of
birth and address along with

their card number. “We are de-
aling with your hard earned
money so we need to ensure a
very high degree of security
on every call. Hence officers
may ask about the last trans-
action, or sometimes even the
last three, to ascertain that the
person who is calling is really
the person he or she claims to
be. It is always a complex situ-
ation,” Chopra said.

Now, a customer’s voice
can replace all of this, if he or
she chooses. Customers can
enroll to record his or her voi-
ce prints during normal con-
versation. During a call, the
system will capture the voice
track, accent and voice modu-
lation. Each voice print is as
distinct as a fingerprint, and it
will be uniquely tagged and
stored in the database.

Once it is so tagged, the

next time the customer calls,
the system will immediately
tell the phone officer whether
the person is indeed the acco-
unt holder.

Citi has partnered with Is-
raeli software firm Nice to roll
out the service and uses US-
based speech company Nuan-
ce’s authentication engine. 

“The voice biometrics pie-
ce continues to get better as
you keep calling and we keep
receiving more data based on
your voice prints. The quality
of our match becomes even
quicker and better as this is a
learning network,” Chopra
said. Banks are typically
among the fastest adopters of
technology, and many today
offer digital touchpoints and
form factors that have made
visiting branches an experi-
ence of the past. 

Citi India to get rid of painful
authentication process

Shilpa Phadnis &
Sujit John TNN

New Delhi: Mondelez Interna-
tional, the maker of Cadbury
and Oreo cookies, has agreed to
pay $13 million in civil penalties
to US markets regulator the Se-
curities and Exchange Com-
mission (SEC) to settle charges
of violating the internal cont-
rols and books-and-records pro-
visions of the Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act (FCPA) in India.
The SEC said that Mondelez’s
subsidiary here, Cadbury India
(now known as Mondelez India
Foods), had made payments to a
consultant, who had allegedly
bribed officials and politicians
to get licenses for its factory in
Baddi in Himachal Pradesh. It
was alleged that the licences
helped Cadbury claim a tax ex-
emption of around $90 million
(around Rs 600 crore). 

A statement from the SEC
said Cadbury India paid the
consultant around $90,666 (after
withholding tax). After each pa-
yment, the agent withdrew the
funds in cash from his bank ac-
count. Kraft Foods bought UK-
based Cadbury in 2010 for about
$19 billion and in 2012 changed
its name to Mondelz after spin-
ning off its North American
grocery business. The company
acquired the Baddi plant, when
it bought Cadbury.

Mondelez to
settle India

FCPA violation
charges

John.Sarkar@timesgroup.com

Beijing: US fast-food giant
McDonald’s will sell a con-
trolling stake in its China
and Hong Kong business
for up to $2.1billion to a con-
sortium including state-
owned Citic and the Carlyle
Group, it was announced
on Monday.

The deal is part of an in-
ternational turnaround
plan by the Golden Arches
as it struggles with slug-
gish growth at home. Citic
Limited, Citic Capital Hold-
ings, Carlyle Group and
McDonald’s will form a
company that will act as a
franchisee for the chain’s
business in mainland Chi-
na and Hong Kong for 20
years, the companies said
in a joint statement.

Citic is a vast Chinese
state-owned conglomerate
with interests in business-
es ranging from energy and
manufacturing to real es-
tate.

It said in a statement to
the Hong Kong Stock Ex-
change that the purchase
would deepen its exposure
to China’s consumer sector,
“which is poised to be the
main driver of China’s
economy for decades to
come”. The burger chain

last year announced plans
to sell its over 2,600 restau-
rants in China and Hong
Kong, after sales took a hit
as tensions in South China
Sea dented US companies’
earnings in the country. Its
China business also suf-
fered a blow in 2014 after a
food safety scandal involv-
ing one of its meat suppli-
ers.

The deal gives McDo-
nald’s partners “who have
an unmatched understand-
ing of the local markets and
bring enhanced capabili-
ties”, CEO Steve Easter-
brook said in the statement.

Citic and Citic Capital
will have a stake of 52%,
Carlyle will take 28% and
McDonald’s will retain 20%
of the new company. It will
focus on growth in China’s
smaller regional cities and
plans to open more than
1,500 restaurants in the
mainland and Hong Kong
over the next five years.
“Citic and Carlyle’s re-
sources will allow McDo-
nald's to expand rapidly
and refurbish old restau-
rants, which is expensive to
do,” Ben Cavender of China
Market Research Group
told Bloomberg News. AFP

McDonald’s to
sell China, HK
biz for $2.1bn New Delhi: The Department

of Telecom will meet telecom
operators once again this 
quarter for a status check on
call drops, which it says, has
improved but still not satisfac-
tory.

“The call drop situation
has shown improvement with
additional spectrum availabi-
lity, and the private sector ma-
king more investments in
technology and towers... but it
is not satisfactory because
call drops are happening,” Te-
lecom Secretary, JS Deepak
said. DoT had held discus-
sions with telecom operators
last year on the consumer-
centric issue of call drops and
quality of service. PTI 

DoT to meet
telcos to check
on call drops

TURBULENT TIMES
US Congressmen reintroduced 

a bill last week to tighten H1B 
visa norms. 

The bill has raised the 
minimum salary from $60,000 to 
a minimum of $100,000 to work 
in America. 

It also seeks to remove a 
master’s degree exemption that 
currently exists.

Move has sent jitters down IT 
professionals who use the H1B 

route to migrate to America
Immigration experts say 

impact will be beyond the IT 
sector. 

Market research analysts, 
financial analysts, web 
developers, teachers stand to be 
affected by stringent visa norms

New measures will force 
people to opt for other routes 
such as L1, EB 5 and O 
categories

Ranjani.Ayyar & 
Rachel.Chitra TNN

HELLO TO EASY PHONE BANKING 

� Bank 
expects to 
enroll most of 
its Indian 
customers in 
voice 
authentication 
in six 
months

� New 
verification to 

cut 
authentication 

from
45 seconds to 

a maximum of 
15 seconds,

saving 
around 100,000 

customer 
hours 

annually

� In India, Citiphone officers handle 12.5 million
calls annually; 70% of customer calls are for 
simple banking enquiries such as balances, credit 
limit and reward point redemption

� Citi started voice 
authentication in US in 

2015, and over the 
past six months has 
been rolling it out 
across all its 
consumer banking 

markets in Asia 
Pacific

Date: 19th April  2017
Link: http://bit.ly/2pBJ1sM /  

Publication : The Economic Times                                          

The article titled above ‘Life Beyond H-1B : 
Indians can easily try L1 and EB5 visas, 
suggest experts’ is an exclusive articled 
pubished following an email interaction 
between Mr. Mark Davies, Global Chairman 
of Davies & Associates,LLC  and Mr.  Abinav 
Lohia , Partner and  Practice Chair of  India 
and SouthEast Asia with senior editor t 
Aroonim Bhyuan of IANS( Indo- Asian  News 
Serice) which is India’s largest independent 
news service.The article talks about the 
better alternatives to the H1-B  visa which are 
the L1 and EB5 visas.  In the article Mr. Lohia 
mentions that stringent actions will be taken 
by  the Trump admintration and Indian 
companies will now have to scout for 
American talent or opt for alternatives lim 
L1B or L1A to send workers to US.In relation 
to this ,Mr. Lohiacontinues to say , “a lot of  US 
companies prefer to deal with a local 
company or someone on the ground in 
United States representing  a foreign 
company instead of dealing directly with the 
foreign company.”
The piece also incorporates various inputs 
and insights by Mr. Mark Davies .

The Economic Times is an English-language, 
Indian daily newspaper published by 
Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd.  It was �rst 
published in 1961 and is the world's 
second-most widely read English-language 
business newspaper, after the Wall Street 
Journal. The Newspaper has a readership of 
over 800,000. The Economic Times is 
published simultaneously from 12 
cities—Mumbai, Bangalore, Delhi, Chennai, 
Kolkata, Lucknow, Hyderabad, Jaipur, 
Ahmedabad, Nagpur, Chandigarh, and Pune.

The Economic Times 
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The Hindu Business Line
The article titled ‘Try L1 and EB-5 visas, suggest immigration experts’ is an exerpt from an  email 
interaction between  Mr. Mark Davies, Global Chairman of Davies & Associates,LLC  and Mr.  Abinav 
Lohia , Partner and  Practice Chair of  India and SouthEast Asia with senior editor t Aroonim Bhyuan of 
IANS( Indo- Asian  News Serice) which is India’s largest independent news service. The article states 
how L1 and EB5 visas are a better alternative to Indians.
The article highlights that L1 and EB-5 visas may lead to permanent residence and eventually to US 
citizenship. In the article Mr. Lohia states that the EB-5 visa puts an end to the dependence on the 
employer for staying in the US. Upon being �red from their job, an H-1B visa holder may have to leave 
the country along with their family. Whereas once someone gets permanent residence ,they are no 
longer dependent on others for their stay in the US as long as they are law-abiding and renew their 
Green Card on time.

The Hindu Business Line is among the premier �nancial dailies in the country and is the most read 
�nancial daily in South India. The editorial content covers a broad range of issues a�ecting the 
economy and industry segments and it e�ectively uses editorials/opinion articles as a tool to help 
readers get a perspective on emerging industry issues and best practices. The publication is a part of 
the Hindu group of publications and it has 13 satellite editions across India including Delhi.  

Date: 19th April  2017
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The Statesman 
The article titled ‘Try L1 and EB-5 visas, suggest immigration experts’ is an exerpt from an  email 
interaction between  Mr. Mark Davies, Global Chairman of Davies &  Associates,LLC  and Mr.  Abinav 
Lohia , Partner and  Practice Chair of  India and SouthEast Asia with senior editor t Aroonim Bhyuan of 
IANS( Indo- Asian  News Serice) which is India’s largest independent news service. The article states 
how L1 and EB5 visas are a better alternative to Indians.
In the article Mr Mark Davies commented, “ parental gifting of the funds necessary for an EB-5 
application may now be the only option for Indian students seeking employment after graduation in 
the US”. The article also incorporates statements by Mr. Lohia . He says that EB-5 visas and L1A visas may 
lead to permanent residence and eventually to US citizenship faster.
The Statesman is one of India's oldest English newspapers. The Delhi edition of The Statesman began 
publication in 1931. The Statesman Weekly is a compendium of news and views from the Kolkata and 
Delhi editions. The newspaper covers national and international news, and sports, with a special focus 
on regional news.

Indo-Asian News Service (IANS) is India’s largest independent newswire and reports about India with 
news, views and analyses about the country across a wide range of subjects.

Date: 19th April  2017
Publication : The Statesman
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IANS
The articles were published post an e-mail interaction between  Mr. Mark Davies, Global Chairman of 
Davies & Associates,LLC  and Mr.  Abinav Lohia , Partner and  Practice Chair of  India and SouthEast Asia 
with senior editor Aroonim Bhyuan of IANS( Indo- Asian  News Serice) .
IANS( Indo- Asian  News Serice) is India’s largest independent news service which was established in 
1986, initially to serve as an information bridge between India and its thriving diaspora in North 
America. IANS’s client list includes every major print publication in India, top television news channels, 
websites, mobile operators, ethnic publications abroad, central and state government ministries and 
departments, overseas Indian missions, corporates and public policy institutions. 
The said article by Senior Editor Aroonim Bhuyan was picked by over 40 publications, two of which 
were print namely TheHindu Business Line and The Statesman. Various renowned online portals such 
as Financial Express, The Economic Times, The Hindu, Business Standard, India Today, Yahoo.com, NDTV 
Pro�t, Hindustan Times, First Post and others also carried the news.

Indo-Asian News Service (IANS) is India’s largest independent newswire and reports about India with 
news, views and analyses about the country across a wide range of subjects.

Date: April  2017
Link:  http://bit.ly/2pF9shd , http://bit.ly/2oNuYPH / 
 http://bit.ly/2os2Az5, http://bit.ly/2pRAXR4 
  http://bit.ly/2pBCxdb 

Publication : IANS
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Publication : The Quint 
Date: 12th June 2017
Link:  http://bit.ly/2rrhcA3, http://bit.ly/2rgiEGn 

The Quint 
Mr. Lohia was featured in a Live Facebook Chat at The Quint. The Facebook Live generated constant 
engagement with live viewers throughout the interaction and has received over 11,000 views. The live 
shoot also received 291 likes, 184 comments and 14 shares on Facebook. A separate story was also 
posted on the o�cial page of The Quint.

The Quint is one of India’s leading online news portals. They believe in the concept of media with 
intelligence and thus provide media for mobile consumption. They have a modern and sharp take on 
the world. The website page has over 2,648,880 monthly views and 1,204,020 monthly visitors.
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Publication : The Sunday Guardian 
Date: 18th June, 2017
Link:  http://bit.ly/2teWCFm 

The Sunday Guardian 
The article titled ‘Rich Indians applying for costly 
EB-5 visas’ appeared in The Sunday Guardian post 
an interaction between Davies & Associates, LLC 
and correspondent Dibyendu Mondal in New 
Delhi. The article highlights how Indians are 
increasingly moving towards alternate routes such 
as the EB-5 visa program to permanently relocate 
to the US. The article also features the basic 
information on the EB-5 visa program.
Mr. Lohia was quoted in the article, saying “Our 
firm alone has filed 40 EB-5 cases in 2016 and this 
year we have already filed around 20 and the 
number is going to increase. As the EB-5 visa is 
one of the best alternatives to get a Green Card in 
the US, more and more people are joining to avail 
this opportunity. 

The Sunday Guardian is an independent Sunday 
newspaper, founded by journalist M.J. Akbar. The 
Sunday Guardian has been regularly investigating 
and breaking stories. It was launched on 31 
January 2010 and is printed in New Delhi, Mumbai 
and Chandigarh. The 40-page newspaper is 
divided into two sections of 20 pages each: The 
Sunday Guardian and Guardian .Together, they 
offer a mix of news, investigation, opinion, 
entertainment, lifestyle and issues of human 
interest.
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Bureaucracy Today (Print)
The article titled “Rich Indians go EB-5 Visa 
Route to realise American Dream” was 
published post an interaction between Mr. 
Abhinav Lohia and the journalist during a 
meeting held in Delhi. The feature begins 
by explaining the EB-5 visa program and 
then moves on to highlighting the intricate 
details of the program brie�y.  
Mr Lohia is quoted in the article saying 
“With the Donald Trump Administration 
making it tougher to get the H1 and L1 
visas, there is a growing awareness in India 
about America’s visa program.” He further 
added “The EB-5 visas granted to Indian 
nationals have vastly increased this year as 
compared to the last few years and that the 
number of approvals for Indians through 
the EB-5 route is growing around 30% 
yearly.”
By virtue of its unrivalled capability in 
delivering policy maker and high net worth 
readers consistently and reaching out to 
over six lakh readers – from senior 
Government O�cers to Politicians to PSU 
Technocrats, Entrepreneurs, national and 
multi- national Corporation Heads to CEOs, 
to Bank o�cials to FIIs, Stock Investors to 
Small businessmen and more, Bureaucracy 
Today is the one of the country’s most 
useful business and consumer platform.

Date: June –July 2017 
Link: 

Publication : Bureaucracy Today (Print) 
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Date: July 2017
Link:  

Publication : Silicon India – Abhinav (Print)

The contributory article titled “Choosing the 
right EB-5 lawyer- A Roadmap to Green Card 
success was authored by Mr. Abhinav Lohia, 
Partner and Practice Chair India and South East 
Asia for Davies & Associates, LLC. The article lists 
down all the crucial questions that a potential 
investor must keep in mind while choosing their 
immigration lawyers whilst investing in the EB-5 
visa program. 
He is quoted saying “The business plan is the 
most crucial aspect of a direct EB-5 application, 
as it is not possible for a lawyer to �le a good 
EB-5 application without an in-depth knowledge 
of the business plan and the clients business”. 
The article encapsulates the most e�cient 
process to choose a lawyer with a simpli�ed 
procedure.
Silicon India is a Business of Technology 
magazine published from Bangalore. It serves as 
a platform for CIOs, CISOs, CXOs, IT Heads, 
Startups, Technology professionals and VCs of 
the industry to share their expertise and in turn 
help their contemporaries in building their IT 
strategy.

Silicon India
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Date: 13th July  2017
Link:  http://bit.ly/2sWUWQh 

Publication : India Today (Online)

EB-5 Visa Program: The �rst choice of Indian Parents for Higher Education of Children is an 
article authored by Mr. Mark Davies, Global Chairman of  Davies & Associates, LLC and Mr. 
Abhinav Lohia, Partner and Practice Chair of India and South East Asia for Davies & Associates, 
LLC. The feature highlights why Indian parents are now opting for the EB-5  visa program over 
the H1B while sending their children to the United States for higher education. The article also 
lists down the bene�ts of an EB-5 green card in comparison to the immigrant status of an H1-B 
visa holder. 
India Today was launched in 1975. And in just a few years, it became the leading 
newsmagazine in the country. Now, with editions in �ve languages, it has become the most 
widely read publication in India—a position it has held for over a decade—with a readership 
of more than 15 million.Breaking news and shaping opinion, it is now a household name and 
the �agship brand of India's leading multi-dimensional media group.

India Today
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Date: 17th October 2017
Link:  http://bit.ly/2grp2KF        

Publication : Entrepreneur India (Online)                                         

The authored article titled “Seven Challenges Faced by Immigrant Entrepreneurs” by Mark 
Davies, Global Chairman of Davies & Associates, LLC talks about the seven most common hitches 
faced by immigrants who are inclined towards establishing their business in the US. The listicle 
features some of the key issues like the dilemma of choosing the most appropriate business 
project, its location, liabilities, business culture, tax planning, compliance and employment 
concerns. 
Entrepreneur.com is one the most widely used website by entrepreneurs and leaders in business 
worldwide. As the leading small business website,it serves its visitors' needs by creating the 
most satisfying experience with relevant content, logical information management and ease of 
access.

Entrepreneur India
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Date: 24th October   2017
Link:  http://bit.ly/2y3NZmU

Publication : Yourstory (Online)

‘Three Reasons why you should choose the EB-5 visa over H1-B’ was published on the 
YouStory website in October 2017. Authored by Mr. Mark Davies, Global Chairman of 
Davies & Associates, LLC the listicle incorporates detailed information of why Indians 
planning to permanently relocate to the United States should prefer taking the EB-5 
investor visa program over the abused H1-B program. 
The YourStory Team brings you stories of entrepreneurs and change-makers, funding 
analyses, resource pieces and the �rst glimpse of emerging trends from India’s 
entrepreneurial ecosystem, as well as pro�les of great businesses and entrepreneurs from 
all over the world.

Yourstory

55



Date: 15th November,  2017
Link:  http://bit.ly/2y3NZmU

Publication : The Pioneer (Print)

The authored article “Risks of an EB-5 investment” appeared in the Mind ‘Mind It’ section of The Pioneer. 
The feature by Mr. Mark Davies, Global Chairman of Davies & Associates, LLC talks about the major reasons 
why the EB-5 investment can be risky. One crucial reason mentioned in the article is the lack of proper due 
diligence along with an unhealthy dependence on ‘agents’ which is a common factor in countries like 
chinta and the Punjab and Gujrat states in India. 
Mr. Davies concludes the article with an advice to potential investors. He says, “It is advised that in order 
to minimise the risks of the EB-5 programme one must treat �ling their application like �ling any other 
petition in a court of law and invest in good legal representation.  
The Pioneer is an English language newspaper in India. It is published from multiple locations in India, 
including Delhi. It is the second oldest English language newspaper in India still in circulation after the 
The Times of India.

The Pioneer

56



Date: 4th December 2017
Link:  http://bit.ly/2u989Ke

Publication : Outlook (Print) 

Mr. Mark Davies, Global Chairman of Davies 
& Associates, LLC was quoted alongside Mr. 
Rogelio Caceras, CCO of LCR Capital Partners 
in the article titled ‘Big Wage Wall On Ellis 
Island’. The article authored by Senior 
Associate Editor, Arindam Mukherjee talks 
about another bill that could make it even 
more di�cult for Indian companies to send 
people for their projects to the US. Mark 
Davies, Global Chairman of Davies & 
Associates, LLC says, “An increase in the 
salary requirements for H1B will impact 
several segments of the Indian community, 
such as the many Indian students who have 
traditionally relied on H1B for 
post-graduation employment, as well as 
highly skilled workers in lower level 
positions. Faced with in�ated salary 
requirements, Indian students are simply 
unl ikely to �nd jobs through the H1B 
programme.”  
He added, “This is why concerned parents 
are increasin gly gifting children money to 
apply for a green card. Many skilled Indian 
workers in America are concerned that the 
H1B programme is no longer viable for them 
and are  similarly applying for a green card 
through the EB-5  programme.”
Outlook is India’s leading weekly general 
interest magazine and is headed by the 
proli�c journalist Vinod Mehta. Since its 
launch in 1995, the magazine has carved a 
niche for itself among discerning readers for 
its in-depth, investigative reporting as well 
as for its stylish visual format. The magazine 
covers a broad spectrum of issues and 
sectors ranging from national and regional 
politics, Asian geopolitics, environmental 
issues, cricket and education as a part of its 
mandate. The magazine also covers business 
news from the point of view of its impact on 
society at large. The magazine has over 1.5 
million readers in India and sells more than 
11.2 million copies over a year.

Outlook
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IANS
The articles were published post an e-mail interaction between Mr. Mark Davies, Global Chairman of 
Davies & Associates, LLC with senior editor Aroonim Bhyuan of IANS( Indo- Asian News Serice) .
The said article by Senior Editor Aroonim Bhuyan was picked by over 38 publications that include 
renowned online portals such as The Economic Times, The Week, The Statesman, Financial Express, 
Business Standard, Yahoo, MSN, News X, Entrepreneur India and more. 
The feature story also includes quotes from the spokesperson from LCR Capital Partners and CanAM.
Mr. Mark Davies was quoted in the article saying, “Indian applicants needed to be very mindful of two 
issues looming over the EB-5 scheme: A likely price increase and retrogression.” He further added, 
“While most commentators believe the December 8 is a 'red herring,' combined with these two issues 
make it highly desirable for Indian investors to make their EB-5 move quickly,"
IANS( Indo- Asian News Serice) is India’s largest independent news service which was established in 
1986, initially to serve as information bridge between India and its thriving diaspora in North America. 
IANS’s client list includes every major print publication in India, top television news channels, 
websites, mobile operators, ethnic publications abroad, central and state government ministries and 
departments, overseas Indian missions, corporates and public policy institutions. 

Date: 6th December, 2017
Link:  http://bit.ly/2AY11Da  /  http://bit.ly/2AyTJ6e  
/ http://bit.ly/2yk5LOa     

Publication : IANS (Online)
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Global Chairman of Davies & Associates, Mr. Mark Davies was featured in The Times of 
India in an article titled ‘Techies nervous as H-1B cloud darkens horizon’. The feature 
revolves around the probable H1B restrictions and its impact on the IT sector. 
In the article Mr. Davies says, “Indian IT professionals in the US are under real strain. People 
do not want to rely on the H-1B route anymore. They are exploring other options like the 
O visa (extraordinary ability in various areas) or EB 5 visa (investment liked). 
He said that several clients who came on an H-1B visa have taken shelter under the EB 5 
visa by investing half a million dollars in the US. "Most techies here earn well and can a�ord 
to invest this sum. That is the reality," he added. 
The Times of India is India's premier English daily and is published from ten cities across 
India, and is read by over 4.42 million people.

Date:  Date : 9th Jan 
Link:  http://bit.ly/2AId4k3 

Publication : The Times of India (Online) 
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Date: 22nd January 
Link:  https://bit.ly/2D91qos  

Publication : Outlook (Print) 

The article ‘No Snoozing in Silicon Valley’ was published post a telecon interaction between 
journalist Arindam Mukherjee and Mr. Mark Davies, Global Chairman of Davies & 
Associates, LLC. The story talks about the proposed policy of adding further restrictions on the 
H1B visa in order to enforce President Trump’s ‘Buy American, Hire American’. 
Mr. Davies commented on the proposed policy and said, “One fallout of the entire campaign 
has been that there is a heightened demand for other visas, such as the EB5 visas for permanent 
residency in the US. In 2017, there was a signi�cant demand for the �rst time for EB5 visas 
through which one can get a green card directly. Many of them were from tec hies.” 
Mr. Davies has been featured alongside other industry peers in the story. 
Outlook is India’s leading weekly general interest magazine and has carved a niche for itself 
among discerning readers for its in-depth, investigative reporting as well as for its stylish visual 
format. The magazine has over 1.5 million readers in India and sells more than 11.2 million 
copies over a year.
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Date:  31st January 2018 
Link:  https://bit.ly/2FyjbKB

Publication:  The Economic Times (via IANS) 

The article titled ‘Investment limits for US 'Golden Visa' likely to be hiked’ was published post 
an interaction  between Mr. Mark Davies and the journalist during a meeting held in Delhi. The 
feature story talks about the extension of the EB-5 visa program and the possibility for a hike 
in the minimum investment amount. The article further talks about the visa program in detail 
and the bene�ts of the program and the di�erence between the direct and regional centre 
program. 
Mr. Mark Davies is quoted in the article saying, “ There are two ways in which an investor can 
apply for an EB5 visa -- either through regional centres, which hold licences and are authorised 
to implement projects under the EB5 visa scheme -- or outside of the regional centres. The 
advantage of working with regional centres is that the jobs created under the project 
concerned can be counted. 
He further added, “ there can be responsible or irresponsible regional centres, just as a person 
holding a driving licence can drive responsibly or irresponsibly. 
Mr Davies also pointed out that the current deadline only applied for those seeking an EB5 visa 
through regional centres while the direct route is open forever. 

The Economic Times is a part of the Bennett & Coleman Group and enjoys a near monopoly 
status, in terms of both circulation and advertising and is India’s No.1 �nancial and business 
publication. The publication focuses on segments such as the Indian and World economy, 
corporate stories, information technology, international news, market intelligence, banking, 
�nance, stocks, current a�airs and politics.
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Date: 31st January 
Link:  http://bit.ly/2nrAGEI / http://bit.ly/2BIGMGb  
/  http://bit.ly/2Es3TYi       

Publication : IANS (Online)                                    

The articles were published post an e-mail interaction between Mr. Mark Davies, Global 
Chairman of Davies & Associates, LLC with senior editor Aroonim Bhyuan of IANS( Indo- Asian 
News Service) .
The said article was picked by over 30 publications that include renowned online portals such as 
The Economic Times, The Quint, Financial Express, Business Standard, News X, and more. 
IANS is India’s leading wire news agency. IANS reports about India with news, views and 
analyses about the country across a wide range of subjects
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Date: 2nd March 
Link:  http://bit.ly/2y3NZmU

Publication : Business Standard (Print)

The article featuring inputs from Mr Mark 
Davies, Global Chairman of Davies & 
Associates, LLC was published on 2nd March 
and talked about the need to carefully 
choose one’s regional centre while applying 
for their EB-5 visa. The story titled ‘Choose 
right project to secure US EB-5 visa’ 
emphasises on selecting a regional centre 
with a record of �nished projects and hiring 
advisors with India speci�c skills. 
In the piece Mr. Davies explains how 
investing through a regional centre works. 
He also says that many times investors don’t 
even secure all the documents unless they 
ask for it. Mr. Davies is quoted alongside EB-5 
BRICS and LCR Capital Partners in the article. 

Business Standard is among the country's 
most respected business dailies. It is 
published in colour from nine centres in 
India. The newspaper believes in free, fair 
and independent journalism and strives to 
inculcate these values in its editorial sta�.. 
The Financial Times of London has taken an 
equity stake in the publication. 
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Date: 25th March 
Link:  https://bit.ly/2IATe1W

Publication : The Economic Times (Print) 

The full page article published in The Economic Times magazine addresses the question of 
where India’s millionaires are going. Journalist Ishani Dattagupta carefully examined reports 
and spoke to various industry experts to create a descriptive infographic of the countries that 
India’s dollar millionaires relocate to.
Mr. Mark Davies, has been quoted alongside spokespersons of EB-5 United and others in the 
feature. He says, “Some Indians who get fast-track permanent residency in countries such as 
Portugal or Grenada may be using these as a stepping stone to immigrate to the US, Canada 
or the UK. He further added that the US provides the best opportunities for Indians who are 
entrepreneurial.  
The Economic Times is a part of the Bennett & Coleman Group and enjoys a near monopoly 
status, in terms of both circulation and advertising and is India’s No.1 �nancial and business 
publication. The publication focuses on segments such as the Indian and World economy, 
corporate stories, information technology, international news, market intelligence, banking, 
�nance, stocks, current a�airs and politics.
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Date: 27th March 
Link:  https://bit.ly/2Gs9sJT

Publication : The Times of India  (Print) 

Tightening US citizenship regime hits ‘American dream’ of desis is authored by journalists 
Rachel Chitra and Ranjini Ayyar. The feature showcases that the US government is no longer 
granting citizenships at the pace it was doing a decade ago.
Sharing his views Mr Davies is quoted in the article saying, “More Indians started coming to 
the use, when US immigration policy started favouring skill-based immigration to one based 
on family-connections. The average time it takes to process a green card has gone up from a 
couple of years to as much as 7-8. Indians have made more applications than any other 
country in the world – which means they have a longer waiting period,”

The article maps the changes in giving US citizenship to Indians over the last three decades. 

The Times of India is India's premier English daily and is published from ten cities across 
India, and is read by over 4.42 million people.
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Analysing the growing awareness and 
demand for the EB-5 visa, journalist Jatin 
Verma wrote an article for The Times of 
India evaluating the trend. At a time when 
H1B visa rules are tightening, a visible shift 
in inclination towards the EB-5 visa can be 
seen in Indians. 
Throwing light on the EB-5 visa program Mr. 
Mark Davies said, “A reduced investment of 
$500,000 is permitted for business 
operations in speci�ed rural areas or those 
with higher unemployment limits – known 
as target employment areas (TEAs).” 

The number of EB-5 visas issued to Indians 
touched a record 174 between October 
2016 and 2017, up from 149 in the 
corresponding year-ago period.

The Times of India is India's premier 
English daily and is published from ten 
cities across India, and is read by over 4.42 
million people.

Date: 6th May
Link:  https://bit.ly/2jOokoV

Publication : The Times of India  (Print) 
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The article titled ‘EB-5 visa o�ers numerous bene�ts to Indian immigrants’ is an exclusive 
story that was published following an e-mail interaction with Mr. Davies. The �ve column feature  
is in a Q&A format and was published on20th August 2018.In the article, Mr. Mark Davies, 
Global Chairman of Davies & Associates, LLC talks about how Indians can procure the EB-5 
green card and how the program can bene�t them. Additionally, the interaction also highlighted 
that the Congress introduced the program in 1990 to attract foreign investment and boost 
economic growth. The piece further quoted Mr. Davies saying that there has been a massive 
increase in the number of people who plan to permanently relocate to the US. 
The interview also throws light on the di�erence between regional center and direct investments 
along with tips on preventing fraud while investing in the EB-5 investor visa program. 
The Statesman is one of India's oldest and most widely read English broad-sheet newspapers 
with the highest circulation in the Western parts of the country. It is also the leading newspaper 
of West Bengal. The newspaper covers national and international news, sports and more. It is 
known for its terse reporting style and is widely regarded as the paper to read for serious news 
reportage, incisive analytical articles and usage of Standard English language. 

Date: 20th August 2018
Publication : : The Statesman   (Print) 
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The article titled ‘More curbs on the H1B visa will hit small IT companies harder’ was 
published in the The Hindu Business Line post an interaction with journalist Venkatesh Ganesh in 
Bangalore. The quarter page feature talks about the impact and challenges that small IT 
companies in India will face due to the stricter policies in H1B visa program.  The industry story 
includes inputs by Mr. Mark Davies, Global Chairman of Davies & Associates, LLC along with 
industry peers. 
In the feature Mr. Davies is quoted saying, “Smaller clients tend to have less �exibility than some 
of the larger clients and hence will be impacted more.”
The Hindu Business Line is one of India’s premier �nancial dailies and the most preferred 
�nancial publication in the southern region. A highly acclaimed publication, it boasts of 
extensive and rich quality editorials. The editorial content covers a broad range of issues 
a�ecting the industry and emphasizes on opinion articles to further help readers take advice 
from experts on industry issues. 

Date: 22nd October 2018
Link: https://bit.ly/2OSSw4d

Publication : The Hindu Business Line   (Print) 
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The Pioneer published a contributory article authored by Mr. Mark Davies, Global Chairman of 
Davies & Associates, LLC on preventing EB-5 Fraud. The article was featured as a part of a larger 
story titled   “Take the EB-5 route” that also carried another authored article by an industry peer. 
.. The story was published in multiple editions of the newspaper namely Delhi, Bhopal, 
Bhubaneshwar, Lucknow, Dehradun, Chandigarh, Ranchi and more. 
The Pioneer is English daily published out of New Delhi and Lucknow. The publication is known 
for its in-depth reporting on variety of subjects including contemporary news, sports, events etc. 
It is the second oldest English language newspaper in India still in circulation after The Times of 
India.

Date: 26th October 2018
Link:  https://bit.ly/2yVoFxc

Publication : The Pioneer (Print) 
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The news titled “Davies & Associates appoints Stuti Murarka as associate – India Practice” 
was published post dissemination of the appointment release.
Apart from Press Trust of India PTI the release was picked up by renowned publications like – The 
Business Standard and The Outlook India and Daily Excelsior.
Press Trust of India (PTI) is India’s leading news wire agency. PTI shares news with over 100 
news agencies across the world beyond the Indian subcontinent. It features the news across all 
the platforms ranging from events taking place on national and international basis to the major 
legal developments and policies that a�ect the country.

Date: 21st November 2018
Link:  https://bit.ly/2Bosb5D, https://bit.ly/2znBsJN

Publication : Press Trust of India
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The article titled ‘Grenada is rich India’s new ‘gateway’ to US’ is an exclusive industry story that 
was published post a face to face interaction between Mr. Mark Davies, Global Chairman, Davies 
& Associates, LLC  with the senior editor Pramit Pal Chaudhury from Hindustan Times. The feature 
highlights an alternative route for immigrating to the US via a Grenadian passport and 
application through an E2- US visa. Pointing out at the increasing number of Indians taking this 
route, Mr. Mark Davies said, “A total of 15 Indians have applied for Grenadian citizenship, and 32 
more have expressed interest in getting Grenadian passports.” The story was published in Delhi 
and Mumbai editions.
Hindustan Times is a leading English mainline newspaper from HT Media. It is the second most 
widely read newspaper published in New Delhi, Gurugram, Mumbai, Chandigarh, Jaipur, 
Lucknow, Patna, Noida, Pune, and Ranchi. As per the latest ABC report, Hindustan Times has a 
readership of over 9, 85,000. It covers news regarding the Indian economy, �nancial news and 
issues, Indian and international businesses, and their impact on the Indian economic scenario.

Date: 10th December 2018
Link:  https://bit.ly/2QqRjSF

Publication : Hindustan Times
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The feature titled 'Look Beyond H-1B, EB -5 Visa Routes to Work, Settle in US’ is a quarter page 
exclusive coverage that was published post a face to face interaction between Mr. Mark Davies, 
Global Chairman, Davies & Associates, LLC  with the assistant editor Samanwaya Rautray from 
The Economic Times. The story highlights another immigration route, the E-2 Visa programme 
via a Grenadian passport, to work and settle in the US, other than H-1B and EB-5 visa 
programmes. Shedding light on the E-2 visa programme, Mr. Mark Davies mentioned that, “India 
is not currently an E-2 treaty country with the USA and so Indians are not currently eligible for 
this visa. However, Indians who are able to claim another nationality may �nd themselves 
eligible.”  He added, “While Grenada o�ers considerable business opportunities on its own, it also 
o�ers passport holders the opportunity of securing an E-2 visa.”
The Economic Times is qaaIndia's most widely circulated �nancial and business daily and is the 
second largest �nancial daily in the world. It enjoys a near monopoly status, in terms of both 
circulation and advertising. The publication focuses on segments such as the Indian and World 
economy, corporate stories, information technology, international news, banking, �nance, 
stocks, current a�airs, and politics. The Economic Times is published from Delhi, Mumbai, 
Calcutta, Bangalore, Madras, Hyderabad, and Ahmedabad. It is an essential reference document 
on Indian business, policy, economy, and �nance. The readership consists of key 
decision-makers, bureaucrats, technocrats and opinion makers. It serves as a knowledge 
platform of Business and Economy in India, promoting economic debate and informing on 
Indian Business and Economy globally and Global Business and Economy in India

Date: 22nd December 2018
Link:  https://bit.ly/2CwTA60

Publication : The Economic Times

72



Further to the exclusive feature in The Economic Times, Zee Business Online published the 
article titled ‘Want to live in the US? Forget H-1B, EB-5 Visas! Go to America this way’. The 
article includes the inputs shared by Mr. Mark Davies with The Economic Times. The story 
talks about the alternate E-2 visa route for US immigration and mentions that how 
attaining a Grenadian passport can be a critical �rst step for an Indian to shift their base to 
the US.
Zee Business is an online news portal which was created to reach the common viewers. It 
aims to present the business news in a simpler form for a common man to understand. Zee 
Business focuses on business news that covers a wide range of B2B business categories like 
�nance, IT, real estate, and aviation among others. Zee Business has the highest 
viewership among other business news channels according to the BARC viewership data. 

Date: 22nd December 2018
Link:  https://bit.ly/2AhpUIC

Publication : Zee Business Online
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India Global Business has published a contributory article authored by Mr. Mark Davies, Global 
Chairman, Davies & Associates LLC. The article titled “An American Dream beyond the H1-B 
conundrum” features Mark’s thoughts on di�culties faced by skilled Indians who plan to work 
in the US along with key suggestions for those who are considering to settle in the States.
India Global Business is a digital magazine published fortnightly by India Inc. India Inc is a UK 
based media group. It publishes articles that provide in-depth analysis, news and expert 
opinions on business, trade, policy initiatives and foreign direct investment in and out of India.

Date: February 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/2E7qta8

Publication : India Global Business
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The article titled “Trump may junk H-1B 
programme if re-elected” is an exclusive 
interview with Mr. Mark Davies, Global 
Chairman, Davies & Associates LLC. Mr 
Mark shares his views on the challenges 
that may occur for Indian IT companies, 
H-1B holding techies and their families 
during a tough visa regime in the US. The 
article has been published in both print 
and online versions of the publication.
The Asian Age is an English daily 
newspaper published in several cities on a 
franchise basis — Ahmedabad, Bangalore, 
Calcutta, Delhi, Guwahati, and Mumbai — 
as well as in London. The publication has a 
three-point editorial policy to inform, 
educate and entertain its readers. It 
features articles on national and 
international news pertaining to business, 
trade, politics, �nancial news and policies 
that a�ect the Indian economy.

Date: 21st February 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/2ts58Ci

Publication : The Asian Age
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Further to the article titled “Trump may 
junk H-1B programme if re-elected” 
printed in The Asian Age, the story was 
published in Deccan Chronicle on 21st 
February 2019. The article was 
published print editions of Bangalore, 
Chennai, and Hyderabad.  
Deccan Chronicle is India's fourth 
largest English language newspaper in 
terms of readership. English language 
newspaper published in the states of 
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu in 
India. It publishes news on the business, 
economy, trade along with national and 
international and politics.

Date: 21st February 2019
Link:  

Publication : Deccan Chronicle
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Mihu Express published a press release titled “India’s Currency Controls & the EB-5 Visa”. The 
release features the insights on India’s currency controls in relation to the EB-5 visa program. 
The release quotes Mark Davies, “India’s currency control is often one of the �rst issues our EB-5 
clients ask us about. While there are di�erent options for addressing this, splitting payments 
between �nancial years is the most straightforward. We work with our clients and their chosen 
Regional Center to facilitate this process.” While Brian Ostar, Senior Vice President - Global 
Operations, EB5 Capital commented, "The markets are strong right now and 9 months is longer 
than some of the short-term extensions we've experienced since 2015. With new EB-5-related 
bills being introduced into Congress recently, as well as the OMB's advancement of new EB-5 
regulations which would increase the investment amount substantially, we are predicting a 
strong rest of the year for EB-5 �lings, especially from India.” 
Mihu Express is an online media platform which shares corporate news, blogs, articles, 
opinions, views, and feature write-ups across all the sectors.

Date: 14th March 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/2T�dNh

Publication : Mihu Express
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Free-press-release.com (FPR) is a website providing a press release distribution service. The 
website was founded in 2001 by Maxo Group, aimed at helping small, medium or large sized 
enterprises to optimize their online marketing strategies. It has grown into one of the leading 
websites in the press release industry.

Date: 14th March 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/2OcuT2P

Publication : Free Press Release
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The Economic Times- online published the article titled “A la Nirav Modi: Where tycoons can 
go shopping for a new passport”.  The industry story features Mr Mark’s inputs from a previous 
interaction with the publication in 2018.  While speaking about HNI’s availing investment linked 
immigration schemes to �nd opportunities across the global, he stated “However, there is a 
signi�cant rise in the number of clients with “clean” records using these programmes”. 
The Economic Times is India's most widely circulated �nancial and business days and is the 
second largest �nancial daily in the world. It enjoys a near monopoly status, in terms of both 
circulation and advertising. The publication focuses on segments such as the Indian and World 
economy, corporate stories, information technology, international news, banking, �nance, 
stocks, current a�airs, and politics. The Economic Times is published from Delhi, Mumbai, 
Calcutta, Bangalore, Madras, Hyderabad, and Ahmedabad. It is an essential reference document 
on Indian business, policy, economy, and �nance. The readership consists of key 
decision-makers, bureaucrats, technocrats and opinion makers. It serves as a knowledge 
platform of Business and Economy in India, promoting economic debate and informing on 
Indian Business and Economy globally and Global Business and Economy in India.

Date: 19th March 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/2W8MrzE

Publication : The Economic Times
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The Times of India published an online article titled ‘Select Entry: US emphasis on premium 
visas like EB-5 underlines a new take on migration’. It is an exclusive story highlighting Mr 
Mark Davies, Global Chairman, Davies & Associates LLC’s inputs on the sudden popularity of the 
investor visa program amidst the challenges faced by H1-B visa holders. The story also features 
details on EB-5 visa program and the increase in the number of EB-5 visa applications from 2014 
to 2017.
The Times of India is the �agship brand of the Times Group. It is India's premier English daily and 
is published from ten cities across India. It has an overall readership of over 4.42 million people.

Date: 16th April 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/2ZhJMGy

Publication :  The Times of India
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An online news portal, The American Bazaar published an article authored by Mr. Mark 
Davies, on the topic ‘EB-5 visas: Here’s everything you need to know about immigrant investor 
visa program’. The article features his thoughts on the EB-5 Visa program and the reasons 
pertaining to the increasing demand of the investor’s visa amongst Indians. 
The American Bazaar is an online publication based in Washington DC. The publication primarily 
focuses on business news about the Indian and South Asian American community. It publishes 
articles on immigration, technology, �nance, and politics. 

Date: 22nd April 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/2H7A8zf

Publication : The American Bazaar
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Post a face to face interaction between Mr. Mark Davies and Y V Phani Raj, Business Editor 
Telangana Today, D&A was featured in an exclusive story titled ‘India to remain on top in EB-5 
visas’  The feature highlights Mark’s opinion on the EB-5 visa program and increase in the 
number of EB-5 visa applications from tier 2 cities like Hyderabad, Pune, Surat, Rajkot among 
others. Pointing out at the possible hike in the minimum investment amount, Mr. Mark Davies 
said, “It is speculated that the regulation to increase the minimum investment for EB-5 visa 
program has reached the enactment stage for the �rst time from $500,000 to $1.30 million. This 
change may happen around September this year. Though there is pressure building up not to 
increase the investment so signi�cantly, there are estimates that it will surely touch over 
$800,000 mark.”
Telangana Today is an English language daily newspaper which is widely read in Telangana and 
Andhra Pradesh. It mainly features articles on the international news, politics and developments 
in the state of Telangana.  Its readership is over 4, 47,735.

Date: 24th April 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/2UWo9Nd

Publication : Telangana Today
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Mr Mark Davies, Global Chairman, Davies & Associates LLC, was quoted in The Hindu, in an 
industry story titled ‘Indian students completing masters in U.S. stand better chance to get 
H-1B visas’. Mr Mark Davies commented, “Given the challenges facing the H-1B program at 
present, any proposal to prioritize students who study in the United States would represent a 
very positive development for Indians who account for around 20% of all international students 
in the country.” The story also highlights the advantages of the new rule in H-1B visa program. 
The Hindu is one of the most widely read publications in South India. Its current circulation is 
over 17, 50,000 copies and a readership of over 3 million. 

Date: 5th May 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/2W8MrzE

Publication : The Hindu
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IANS published an industry story titled “Trump proposes ‘merit-based’ immigration system” 
on the formal announcement of the immigration reforms in H-1B visa program which were 
proposed by the US President, Donald Trump. The story features the inputs shared by Mr 
Lawrence Chang, President, Maryland Center for Foreign Investment and David Finkelstein, CEO, 
American Immigration Group. The story received hits in 15 publications such as Business 
Standard, Outlook India, The Hans India, The Asian Independent, News Minute, Daily Hunt, 
Insight Online News, Assam Tribune, Can India, Telugu 360, Daiji World, Mangalorean, India 71, 
Coastal Digest and New Kerala.
Indo-Asian News Service (IANS) is India’s largest independent news service which was 
established in 1986, initially to serve as the information bridge between India and its thriving 
diaspora in North America. News issued through IANS’s published in all major publication in 
India, top television news channels, websites, mobile operators, ethnic publications abroad, 
central and state government ministries and departments, overseas Indian missions, corporates 
and public policy institutions.  

Date: 17th May 2019
Publication : Indo Asian News Service (IANS), New York
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The article titled “Trump's new visa proposal garners mixed reviews from immigration 
experts” is an industry story by Moneycontrol that talks about the new H1-B visa program 
proposed by the US President Donald Trump. The story features inputs shared by Mr Mark Davies, 
Global Chairman, Davies & Associates LLC, on the increasing demand for proposed visa instead 
of EB-5 visa. He said ''This is just an extension of what we are already seeing with regards to H-1B. 
There have been heavy crackdown of H-1B program under Trump administration and has 
a�ected the IT industry.'' According to him, this might impact the proposed green card that could 
be availed by Indian techies given that Trump clearly favors investment.
Moneycontrol.com is an English Language online portal owned by E-Eighteen.com Ltd. 
Moneycontrol.com is an end-to-end business and �nance portal which was started in 1999. It 
provides news, analysis, data and tools on investing, personal �nance, the business sector and 
the economy to its visitors.

Date: 18th May 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/2W934Py

Publication : Moneycontrol
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The article titled “What does Trump’s “merit-based” immigration plan mean for Indians?” is 
an industry story on merit based immigration system which is proposed by the US President 
Donald Trump. The story highlights how Indians are a�ected by the immigration policies 
pertaining to merit and skills of an immigrant who would like to live and work in the US. It 
features the inputs shared by Mr Mark Davies, Global Chairman, Davies & Associates LLC, on 
Indians applying for alternate visa routes to enter the US such as L-1, EB-5 investor visa program 
among others amidst the challenges they face during applying for H-1B visa. 
Quartz is English - Language digital news outlet, which was started in 2012.  It targets business 
people in the new global economy. Quartz publishes articles on growth and developments 
regarding the politics, government, economy, immigration, business and �nance on a global 
basis. Quartz’s website has around 22 million visitors and an over 7, 00,000 subscribers

Date: 21st May 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/2LXo1c9

Publication : Quartz
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Further to the feature in Quartz India, Scroll published the article titled ‘Should Indians be 
worried about Donald Trump’s ‘merit-based’ immigration plan? Yes and no’. The industry 
story features insights from the industry leaders about the new merit based immigration system 
proposed by the US President Donald Trump. Mr. Mark Davies has been featured in the article 
saying “This includes the L-1 visa for transferring employees within a company and the EB-5 
investor visa, which has skyrocketed in popularity in India in the past two years,” To this he also 
added, “We have even supported a number of Indians wanting to relocate to the US on an E2 
(treaty investor) visa. Indians are not eligible for E2 visas, but we have helped them �rst become 
citizens of E2 eligible counties like Grenada in the West Indies.”
Scroll is an English language online news portal. It is an independent news, information, and 
entertainment venture. It focuses on publishing articles on the most important political and 
cultural stories that are shaping contemporary India.

Date: 24th May 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/2Ev9deZ

Publication : Scroll
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The article titled “Wealthy Indians May Find it Di�cult to Get US Visa” is an industry 
story on the concern that soon US immigrant visas will be out of reach for wealthy 
Indians. The article explains reasons behind the initiation of the process to ban work 
permits for spouses of H-1B visa holders. It features Mr. Davies quote stating that 60% 
of EB – 5 clients are parents seeking was for their children to continue staying in the US 
after their graduation.
The Economic Times is India's most widely circulated �nancial and business daily and 
is the second largest �nancial daily in the world. The publication focuses on segments 
such as the Indian and World economy, corporate stories, information technology, 
international news, banking, �nance, stocks, current a�airs, and politics. It is an 
essential reference document on Indian business, policy, economy, and �nance. The 
readership consists of key decision-makers, bureaucrats, technocrats and opinion 
makers. It serves as a knowledge platform of Business and Economy in India, promoting 
economic debate and informing on Indian Business and Economy globally and Global 
Business and Economy in India.

Date:  31st May 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/2WFdVyo 

Publication : The Economic Times
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Date: 10th June 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/2NfvIZO 

Publication :  Moneycontrol

The article titled “Disclosing social media for US visa raises privacy concerns: Experts” is an 
industry story focusing on the expert views regarding the announcement made by the US 
department of State to disclose the social media handles from last �ve years for both immigrant 
and non-immigrant applicants. It features Mr. Mark Davies’s view point focusing that this is not 
really a big change and the US department of State has been looking at pro�les for a long time. 

Moneycontrol.com is an English Language online portal owned by E-Eighteen.com Ltd. 
Moneycontrol.com is an end-to-end business and �nance portal. It provides news, analysis, 
data and tools on investing, personal �nance, the business sector and the economy to its 
visitors.
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Date:  1st July 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/2WPipmo 

Publication:  The Hindu

The article titled “U.S. EB-5 applications to become dearer” is an industry story that focuses 
on the fee hike for targeted employment area projects and is expected to increase on 21st 
November 2019. The article authored by the journalist Mini Tejaswi highlights the view point 
of industry experts regarding the announcement made by the US government, that is the 
application fee for projects under Targeted Employment area will go up to $ 1.35 million and 
the standard minimum investment level will rise to $ 1.8 million. The story also features a quote 
from Mr. Mark Davies regarding the announcement, stating that now more Indians will be 
motivated to apply for EB-5 visas for their children before the change is actually implemented.

The Hindu is one of the most widely read publications in South India. Its current circulation is 
over 17, 50,000 copies and a readership of over 3 million. The Hindu's independent editorial 
stand and its reliable and balanced presentation of news has won for it the serious attention 
and regard of the people in India and abroad alike.
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Date: 1st August 2019 
Link:  https://bit.ly/2WSKAk4

Publication : The American Bazaar                             

The article titled ‘As EB-5 investor visa fee increases, a 
spurt in I-526 �lings from India likely in next four 
months’ is an industry story. It focuses on the fact that 
the industry will witness an increased number of I-526 
�lings for EB-5 investor visa as a result of the 
announcement made by the US government for high 
price hike for attaining EB-5 visas. Expressing his 
thoughts on the same Mr. Mark Davies said that a 
combination of retrogression and fee hike will lead to an 
increased number of �lings from India, over the next few 
months. The article highlights Mr. Sanjay Mistry, Chief 
Marketing O�cer, Davies and Associates thoughts on the 
scenario. He is of the view that if people can wait a little 
longer and can a�ord the higher price, the process will be 
a bit less stressful after November 2019.
The American Bazaar is an online publication based in 
Washington DC. It covers the Indian and South Asian 
American community, with a heavy focus on business. It 
publishes articles on immigration, technology, �nance, 
and politics. It has reporters and contributors all over the 
United States.
The excerpts from the story were also carried by For Press 
Release, PR Free and PR Log.
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Date: 11th September 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/36KxKZT 

Publication : Moneycontrol

The article titled ‘Why Indians in the US are 
making a rush for costly EB-5 visas” is an 
industry story highlights the fact that the 
Indians in the US are eager for EB-5 investor 
visa programme as it seems to a faster route 
to get green card. The journalist Swathi 
Moorthy from Moneycontrol.com also 
mentions that the demand further elevated 
when the US government put a ban on H4 
EAD. Mr. Mark Davies states that it is the �rst 
time that an H4 visa holder is applying for an 
EB-5 visa.
Moneycontrol.com is an English Language 
online portal owned by E-Eighteen.com Ltd. 
Moneycontrol.com is an end-to-end 
business and �nance portal which was 
started in 1999. It provides news, analysis, 
data and tools on investing, personal 
�nance, the business sector and the 
economy to its visitors.
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Date: 13th October 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/2PZLji2

Publication : The Economic Times

The article titled ‘Decline in US visa approvals continues’ is an industry story focusing on 
the fact that the number of approved L-1 A and L-1 B visas reduced to 71.9% in the �nancial 
year 2019 from 77.8% in the �nancial year 2018. The journalist Priyanka Sangani mentions that 
L-1 visa is frequently used by technology �rms, but Mr. Mark Davies further adds that the visa 
is also used by small businesses to extend their operations in the United States. He adds that 
the main reason for rejection is because of compliance issues. Also, the number of visas that 
have been approved with RFE previously have reduced considerably from 83.2% in �nancial 
year 2015 to 65.4% in �nancial year 2019.
The Economic Times is India's most widely circulated �nancial and business daily and is the 
second largest �nancial daily in the world. The publication focuses on segments such as the 
Indian and World economy, corporate stories, information technology, international news, 
banking, �nance, stocks, current a�airs, and politics. It is an essential reference document on 
Indian business, policy, economy, and �nance. The readership consists of key decision-makers, 
bureaucrats, technocrats and opinion makers. It serves as a knowledge platform of Business 
and Economy in India, promoting economic debate and informing on Indian Business and 
Economy globally and Global Business and Economy in India.
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Date: 4th November 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/2NTIVXs 

Publication : Moneycontrol

The story titled ‘Forget H-1B and EB-5, 
Indians are now eyeing E-2 visa as new 
ticket to US’ is an exclusive story done by 
the journalist M. Saraswathy post an 
interaction with Mr. Mark Davies, Global 
Chairman of Davies & Associates, LLC. He is 
of the opinion that the complete process of 
getting an E-2 visa is simple as an individual 
can get an E-2 visa by applying for a 
Grenada, Turkish or Montenegro passport. 
Mr. Davies states that the E-2 visa is mainly 
for setting up business in the US. 
Moneycontrol.com is an English Language 
online portal owned by E-Eighteen.com Ltd. 
Moneycontrol.com is an end-to-end 
business and �nance portal which was 
started in 1999. It provides news, analysis, 
data and tools on investing, personal 
�nance, the business sector and the 
economy to its visitors.
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The Pioneer published an authored 
article by Mr. Mark Davies, Global 
Chairman, Davies & Associates, LLC titled 
‘Price of EB-5 visa is set to increase’ on 
6th November 2019. The article features 
his views on the EB-5 fee hike wherein he 
suggests Indians to prepare an 
application at the earliest. He is also of the 
opinion that the combination of 
retrogression and fee hike will create a 
rush for �ling in India. 
The Pioneer is English daily known for its 
in-depth reporting on variety of subjects 
including contemporary news, sports, 
events etc.

Date: 6th November 2019
Link:  

Publication : The Pioneer
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The article titled ‘98% of H-1B visa 
rejections unchallenged’ is an industry 
story that emphases on the increasing 
number of H-1B visa denials. It also 
mentions that employers opt not to �le an 
appeal. Mr. Mark Davies is of the view that 
the cost of �ling an appeal is really 
expensive and is one of the factors 
contributing to why appeals are very low. 
He also mentions that the denial rate will 
further intensify as the criteria gets 
tougher.
The Economic Times is India's most 
widely circulated �nancial and business 
daily and is the second largest �nancial 
daily in the world. The publication focuses 
on segments such as the Indian and World 
economy, corporate stories, information 
technology, international news, banking, 
�nance, stocks, current a�airs, and politics 
The readership consists of key 
decision-makers, bureaucrats, technocrats 
and opinion makers.

Date: 18th November 2019
Link: https://bit.ly/36iChSh

Publication : The Economic Times 
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The story titled ‘EB-5 visa fee hike to slowdown �lings’ is an industry story regarding the long 
anticipated EB-5 fee hike. The journalist Y V Phani Raj mentions that EB-5 is one of the fastest 
routes to acquire a green card. With the increase in investment on Targeted Employment Area 
(TEA) to $ 900,000 and outside of these areas the price will increase to $ 1.8 million, which was 
previously $ 1 million, Mr. Mark Davies, Global Chairman, Davies & Associates, LLC discloses that 
their Indian clients are now looking at E2 visa as an alternative route. Furthermore, he highlights 
the fact that E2 visa is complementary to EB-5 visa and allows a person to live and work in the US. 
Telangana Today is an English language daily newspaper which is widely read in Telangana and 
Andhra Pradesh. It mainly features articles on the international news, politics and developments 
in the state.

Date: 21st November 2019
Link: https://bit.ly/2LC7bNq 

Publication : Telangana Today
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The article titled ‘Indians look for new route to US 
immigration as EB-5 visa investment jumps to 
$900,000’ is an exclusive story featuring Mr. Mark 
Davies’s views on the recent developments in the 
EB-5 visa pertaining to India. The journalist Zofeen 
Maqsood also hits upon the fact that India hit 
retrogression the year 2019. In�uenced by these 
factors Indians are now looking for an alternative 
route of E2 visas. Mr. Mark Davies suggests to opt 
for an E2 visa as it allows a person to live and work 
in the United States while facing retrogression 
delays. 
The American Bazaar is an online publication that 
covers the Indian and South Asian American 
community, with a heavy focus on business. It 
publishes articles on immigration, technology, 
�nance, and politics. 

Date: 21st November 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/2RwGWvK 

Publication : The American Bazaar
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The article titled ‘New EB-5 rules come into e�ect’ is 
an industry story focusing on the long-anticipated 
fee hike was applicable with e�ect from 21st 
November 2019. Mr. Mark Davies, Global Chairman, 
Davies & Associates, LLC mentions that E2 visa is 
highly complementary to EB-5 visa program as it 
allows a person to live and work in the United States 
while facing the delays because of retrogression. 
However, the Indian citizens are not directly eligible 
for E2 visa and have to obtain an E-2 Visa by �rst 
taking Citizenship by Investment of an E2-eligible 
country like Grenada in the West Indies. 
The Hindu Business Line is one of India’s premier 
�nancial dailies and the most preferred �nancial 
publication in the southern region. A highly 
acclaimed publication, it boasts of extensive and rich 
quality editorials. The editorial content covers a broad 
range of issues a�ecting the industry and emphasizes 
on opinion articles to further help readers take advice 
from experts on industry issues. 

Date: 22nd November 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/2Skc9CC 

Publication : The Hindu Business Line
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The article titled ‘How Grenada is becoming a fast route for Indians seeking green 
cards’ is an exclusive story that the a�uent Indians are now opting for E2 visa via 
Grenadian citizenship because of increasing waiting time and backlog. Mr. Mark Davies, 
Global Chairman, Davies & Associates, LLC says that the �rm introduced E2 treaty 
investment program seven years back and it has now become an attractive route for 
Indians. 
The American Bazaar is an online publication that covers the Indian and South Asian 
American community, with a heavy focus on business. It publishes articles on immigration, 
technology, �nance, and politics. 

Date: 24th November 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/39aUe7C

Publication : The American Bazaar 
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The article titled ‘H1B visa rejections are challenged only in 
2% cases’ is an exclusive story that focuses on H1B visa 
rejections. The journalist Nikhil Agarwal mentions that he US 
government is acting tougher than before under Donald 
Trump's rule as every fourth H-1B visa application gets 
rejected. The reason as to why H1B visa applicants face denial 
is because of the substandard quality of work from lawyers, as 
quoted by Mr. Marks Davies, Global Chairman, Davies & 
Associates, LLC. 
Mint is a business newspaper from HT Media Ltd, the 
publisher of the Hindustan Times produced in exclusive 
partnership with The Wall Street Journal (WSJ). It is 
constructed around Indian business and economy and the 
way it is impacting the world. It aims to capture the trends of 
the world that can be of signi�cance to India. The newspaper 
intends to carefully choose stories and provide a brie�ng that 
includes not only the most vital news, but also analysis, 
commentary and opinion. 

Date: 24th November 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/2QhYI3w 

Publication : Mint 
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The article titled ‘Rich Indians increasingly migrating to Caribbean countries’ is an exclusive 
article that focuses majorly on Indians moving to settle abroad and the United States being the 
most favored destination. It features quotes from Mr. Mark Davies, Global Chairman, Davies & 
Associates, LLC suggesting E-2 visa as an alternative route to EB-5 visa. Since, EB-5 is facing 
increasing challenges Mr. Davies recommends that E-2 visa is highly complementary to EB-5 visa 
as it allows people to live and work in the United States.
The Sunday Guardian is a Sunday newspaper founded in 2010. The newspaper is divided into 
two sections: news and features, with 20 pages dedicated to each section. Both provide 
interesting perspectives which is a mix of news, investigation, opinion, entertainment, lifestyle 
and issues of human interest

Date: 30th November 2019
Link:  https://bit.ly/2Stzt0K 

Publication : The Sunday Guardian
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Date: 29th January 2020
Link:  https://bit.ly/36Wjg7V

Publication : Press Trust of India
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The story titled ‘Davies & Associates, LLC facilitates the �rst successful Indian E-2 visa 
application through the Grenada CBI Programme’s Donation Route’. The press release 
highlights the success of D&A in assisting the �rst Indian who secured an E-2 visa via Grenada in 
mid- 2019. Mr. Mark Davies is quoted in article saying, ‘Indians seeking to move to the United 
States have faced a series of setbacks in recent years with uncertainty surrounding H-1B and 
delays to EB-5. Yet demand from India for US visas never abates and it is exciting to pioneer the 
route of Grenadian citizenship coupled with an E-2 Visa’. Various online portals like Outlook 
India, The Week, Yahoo News also carried the news.
Press Trust of India (PTI) is India's head news organization, having a range as tremendous as the 
Indian Railways. It utilizes in excess of 400 writers and 500 stringers to cover pretty much every 
locale and community in India. At present, PTI directions 90 percent of new o�ce piece of the 
overall industry in India. PTI was registered in 1947 and started functioning in 1949. Today, after 
65 years of its service, PTI can well and truly take pride in the legacy of its work, and in its 
contribution towards the building of a free and fair Press in India.
Outlook India is India’s leading weekly general interest portal. Since its launch, it has carved a 
niche for itself among discerning readers for its in-depth, investigative reporting as well as for its 
stylish visual format. The publication covers a broad spectrum of issues and sectors ranging from 
national and regional politics, Asian geopolitics, environmental issues, cricket and education as a 
part of its mandate.
Yahoo! News is a news website that originated as an internet-based news aggregator by Yahoo!. 
The site was created by a Yahoo! software engineer named Brad Clawsie in August of 1996. 



Date: 4th February 2020
Link:  https://bit.ly/31tjsuA

Publication : Telangana Today
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The story titled ‘Turkey a preferred route for E2 Visa’ is an exclusive coverage focusing on 
multiple bene�ts of E-2 visa treaty. The article presents how Davies & Associates, LLC supports 
the interest for Turkish Citizenship and provides administration support to the applicants. D&A 
banded with an Istanbul-based �rm who helps them with their on-ground tasks. The article 
features a quote from Mr. Hill stating how more than 43,000 E-2 Visas were issued worldwide in 
2019, which was 5 per cent increase as compared to 2018. 
Telangana Today is published from Hyderabad in Telangana, which aims on bringing breaking 
news, timely updates and extensive coverage, apart from daily rich spread of news and views on 
Hyderabad and Telangana, the politics, the burgeoning business centers, IT hubs and much 
more.



The article titled ‘Ahead of new tax on foreign spends, Indians begin moving money to fund 
E-2 visas’ appeared in Moneycontrol.com, post Mr. Davies interaction with M Sarawathy. The 
article informs about the 5% tax that will be applicable on funds sent abroad with e�ect from 1st 
April 2020. The article quotes Mr. Davies emphasizing on the current situation of how the waiting 
period for the EB-5 visa to the United States of America stretching to nearly seven years, Indians 
are now eyeing the E-2 visa route.
Moneycontrol.com is an English Language online portal owned by E-Eighteen.com Ltd. 
Moneycontrol.com is an end-to-end business and �nance portal which was started in 1999. It 
provides news, analysis, data and tools on investing, personal �nance, the business sector and 
the economy to its visitors.

Date: 20th February 2020
Link:  https://bit.ly/38h7rKg 

Publication : Moneycontrol.com
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The article titled ‘Indians will have to pay $50,000 more for investor visa from April’ is an 
exclusive coverage published by AB wire. It describes the prevailing scenario which is proving to 
be a challenge for Indians to consider US as an option to relocate. It features a quote from Mr. 
Davies, expressing his views about changes to the tax on remittances. The excerpts from the 
story are published by multiple online portals like Daily Hunt, Business Standard, Socialnews.xyz, 
NRI Plus, Mana Telegu among others.
The American Bazaar is an online publication based in Washington DC. It covers the Indian and 
South Asian American community, with a heavy focus on business. It publishes articles on 
immigration, technology, �nance, and politics. It has reporters and contributors all over the 
United States.
Business Standard is among the country's most respected business dailies. The newspaper 
believes in free, fair and independent journalism and strives to inculcate these values in its 
editorial sta�.

Date: 20th February 2020
Link:  https://bit.ly/2IeaYP1  

Publication : The American Bazaar
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The article titled ‘Indians will pay $ 50,000 more for US investor visa from April’ is an 
exclusive feature by Indo-Asian News Service. It points out to the fact that Indians wishing to 
immigrate to America will now have to pay an additional $50,000 for the EB-5 visa. Mr. Davies, 
Global Chairman, Davies & Associates, LLC quotes, ‘The changes to the tax on remittances is a 
reminder to Indians to carefully plan their tax position before making the move to the US. People 
seeking to emigrate who do not wish to pay this tax at source and rather account for it later may 
wish to move their money ahead of the new rules coming into e�ect.’ The article is also published 
by portals like, The Economic Times, Mint, Business Today, The Times of India, MSN among 
others. 
Indo-Asian News Service (IANS) is India’s largest independent news service which was 
established in 1986, initially to serve as information bridge between India and its thriving 
diaspora in North America. IANS’s client list includes every major print publication in India, top 
television news channels, websites, mobile operators, ethnic publications abroad, central and 
state government ministries and departments, overseas Indian missions, corporates and public 
policy institutions. 
The Economic Times is India's most widely circulated �nancial and business daily and is the 
second largest �nancial daily in the world. It enjoys a near monopoly status, in terms of both 
circulation and advertising.
Mint is a business newspaper from HT Media Ltd, the publisher of the Hindustan Times produced 
in exclusive partnership with The Wall Street Journal (WSJ). It is constructed around Indian 
business and economy and the way it is impacting the world.
Business Today was launched in January 1992, and has captured 41 per cent of India's business 
magazine market, making it the country's leading magazine in its segment.
The Times of India is the �agship brand of the Times Group. It is India's premier English daily and 
is published from ten cities across India, and is read by over 4.42 million people.

Date: 28th February 2020
Link:  

Publication : Indo Asian News Service (IANS), Washington
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Priyanka Sangani, a journalist from The Economic 
Times interacted with Mr. Davies and published the 
article titled ‘Wealthy Indians see a route to US via 
Grenada’. The industry story brings up the current 
immigration scenario and EB-5 fee hike as a result of 
which Indians are turning to Caribbean Island of 
India. It features a quote from Mr. Davies highlighting 
that along with the annual cap that has been set to 
700, this has led to longer waiting periods. He also 
said that Davies & Associates is currently helping a 
few applications for the Grenada CBI programme. 
The article is also published by Moneycontrol.com. 
The Economic Times is India's most widely circulated 
�nancial and business daily and is the second largest 
�nancial daily in the world. It enjoys a near monopoly 
status, in terms of both circulation and advertising. 
The publication focuses on segments such as the 
Indian and World economy, corporate stories, 
information technology, international news, banking, 
�nance, stocks, current a�airs, and politics. The 
readership consists of key decision-makers, 
bureaucrats, technocrats and opinion makers. It 
serves as a knowledge platform of Business and 
Economy in India, promoting economic debate and 
informing on Indian Business and Economy globally 
and Global Business and Economy in India.
Moneycontrol.com is an English Language online 
portal owned by E-Eighteen.com Ltd. 
Moneycontrol.com is an end-to-end business and 
�nance portal which was started in 1999. It provides 
news, analysis, data and tools on investing, personal 
�nance, the business sector and the economy to its 
visitors.

Date: 2nd March 2020
Link:  https://bit.ly/38jF2U3  

Publication : The Economic Times
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Date: 23rd April 2020
Link:  http://bitly.ws/aI3B

Publication : The Hindu
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The story titled “Trump’s immigration pause likely to come under review” is an industry 
feature on Trumps’ immigration ban, restricting foreign nations on various visas including the 
H1B  from entering the United States. In the article, Mr. Mark Davies is quoted saying, “Apart from 
H1B visa applicants, all EB-5 applicants are full y exempt from these restrictions.” Reports have 
suggested that ten thousand immigrants and their families are allowed an entry into the US 
every year via the EB-5 investor visa program. 

The Hindu- The Hindu is an English-language daily newspaper owned by The Hindu Group, 
headquartered in Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India. It was started as a weekly in 1878 and became a 
daily in 1889. As of March 2018, The Hindu is published from 21 locations across 11 states of 
India.



Date: 14th May 2020
Link:  http://bitly.ws/aI4x

Publication : The Economic Times
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The industry story headlined as “Indians to 
gain as US readies green card for doctor” 
talks about the gains for Indian doctors as a 
new regulation seeks the liberalisation of 
visa regulations for healthcare professionals 
amidst the COVOD-19 pandemic. The two 
column story features inputs from Davies & 
Associates, LLC along with other industry 
experts. In the article, David Cantor, Head of 
Foreign Medical Professional Practice for 
Davies & Associates is quoted saying, “In 
practice, many Indian doctors and nurses 
moving to the US are forced to leave their 
profession due to complex restrictions 
surrounding immigration and medical 
licensing.”    

The Economic Times- The Economic Times 
is an English-language daily 
�nancial/business national newspaper with 
the circulation of 396978. The paper has 
coverage in 24 States, 193 Cities and 
publishes 16 Editions. It is published by the 
Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd, more popularly 
known as The Times Group. It is India's no.1 
and Word’s no. 2 English business daily. The 
online portal of The Economic Times is the 
no.1 business news website.



Date: 15th May 2020
Link:  http://bitly.ws/aI4s

Publication : Moneycontrol
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In order to meet the stretched needs of the 
healthcare industry due to the challenges brought 
about the Coronavirus pandemic. The story on 
Covid-19 �ght| Here’s why Indian healthcare 
professionals stand to bene�t under new US 
congress proposal” highlights the golden 
opportunity for nurses and doctors from India to 
get permanent citizenship of the United States as 
part of a new proposal. In an exclusive conversation 
with Moneycontrol’s M Saraswathy, David Cantor, 
Head of Foreign Medical Professional Practice 
Group at Davies & Associates, LLC said, “The 
highlights of the proposed legislation are that 
would provide 40,000 green cards readily available 
for quali�ed nurses and physicians. There is no cap 
per country.” He also explained that the waiting 
period for a green card could be as high as 10 years. 
However, once this legislation goes through, 
eligible healthcare professionals could get a nod in 
even a month.

Moneycontrol- Moneycontrol.com is an Indian 
online business news website owned by 
E-EIGHTEEN Dot Com Ltd., a subsidiary of the media 
house TV18. Since 1999 through to today 
MoneyControl has been there to chronicle the 
growth of the Indian economy. And along with it 
we have grown as well ; starting o� as a �nancial 
portal that began by o�ering end-of-day stock 
prices to today arguably becoming India's biggest 
store of news (text and videos), analysis, data and 
tools on investing (across diverse asset classes), 
personal �nance, the business sector and the 
economy. moneycontrol.com today gets over 17 
million visitors every month across all its 
platforms-web, mobile and tablets that makes it the 
largest online �nancial platform in India.



Date: 2nd July 2020
Link:  http://bitly.ws/aI4I

Publication : The Financial Express
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The story titled “H1B visa suspended: here is 
how to invest and opt for alternative 
options” focuses on US President Trump 
suspending the H-1B, L, and other temporary 
work permit visas. This move, the White House 
said, would help the coronavirus-battered 
economy, and protect the local workers who are 
facing unemployment due to the spread of 
COVID-19. H-4 visas are for the dependents of 
H-1B and H-2B (spouses and children). In the 
article, Mark Davies, Global Chairman, Davies & 
Associates, LLC, says, “The H-1B visa category 
has faced increasing restrictions for years, even 
predating President Trump. We also expect 
further restrictions to H-1B even after the 
president’s current suspension is lifted and see 
many of our H-1B clients seeking out 
alternatives like E-2 and EB-5, neither of which 
have been included in the president’s executive 
orders.” He adds, “Alternatives options like E-2 
and EB-5 visas target business owners and 
investors. Also, the Trump administration has 
even given �nancial support to Indian-owned 
US businesses during the Covid-19. The only 
complication for an Indian E-2 applicant is that 
they must �rst obtain a Grenadian or Turkish 
passport, but the whole process can take less 
than 6 months.” 

The Financial Express- The Financial Express is 
an Indian English-language business 
newspaper owned by The Indian Express Group. 
It has been published by the Indian Express 
group since 1961. The Financial Express 
specialises in Indian and international business 
and �nancial news. 



The story titled “US imposes fresh curbs on H-1B visa” focuses on new rules that narrow the 
de�nition of occupation,employer,employee-employer relationship by limiting the amount of 
time an employer can place an employee at a third party worksite to one year from the current 
three,   and also increases the compensation for H1B workers. Rebbeca Bodony at Davies &A 
ssociates, LLC stated that this will highly impact technology workers.
 
Mint- Mint is an Indian �nancial daily newspaper published by HT Media, a Delhi-based media 
group which is controlled by the KK Birla family and also publishes Hindustan Times. It targets 
readers who are business executives and policy makers. It has been in circulation since 2007. 

Date: 8th October 2020
Link:  http://bitly.ws/aI79

Publication :  Mint
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The story titled  “Joe Biden won’t be great for H1B Visas either” highlights the loopholes in the 
US immigration policy especially with regard to the H1B visa  and mentions that the election of 
former US Vice President Joe Biden will not be an answer to the ongoing woes. Indian Americans 
formulate for a large chunk of the US population are the second largest immigrant group after 
Mexicans.  Bringing forth a compelling argument, Mark Davies, Global Chairman, Davies & 
Associates, LLC said, “Indian Americans have the opportunity to in�uence the US election, 
especially as (more) are moving to swing states like North Carolina, which may be key to the 
outcome of the election. That said, Indian Americans should not be viewed a monolithic voting 
bloc in�uenced by immigration policy alone, but rather thousands of individuals who will make 
their own decisions based upon what is best for their families and their businesses.” The story was 
further published by Yahoo Finance and Recruitment News UK as well. 

Quartz- Quartz is a business-focused English-language international news organization, it 
launched from New York City in 2012, and is owned by Japanese business media company 
Uzabase. It operates editions globally, outside of the United States and Japan, including in the 
United Arab Emirates, Hong Kong, Africa, and India.

Date: 8th October 2020
Link:  http://bitly.ws/aI7U

Publication :  Quartz
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With a cloud of confusion looming over the right immigration route when planning to move to 
the US - Verdie Atienza, Senior Immigration Attorney at Davies & Associates penned down his 
thoughts on the better choice. The authored article covers important discussion points such as 
Duration and Permanency, visa requirements, annual quotas, family, work and politics. He also 
highlights alternatives to these routes that could be more in line with an applicant’s 
requirements

India Today- India Today is a weekly Indian English-language news magazine published by 
Living Media India Limited. It is the most widely circulated magazine and well-read online porter 
in India, with a readership of close to 8 million. 

Date: 28th October 2020
Link:  http://bitly.ws/aI86

Publication :  India Today
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The Story titled “Indian national formed the biggest chunk of EB-5 applicant in FY19” talks 
about Indians forming the largest section of EB-5 applicants in October- December and April- 
June. The feature also mentions that IIUSA stated that the demand for EB-5 visas, which provide 
applicants a direct path to US citizenship, rose 400% in India between 2016 and 2019.  The article 
quotes Mr. Mark Davies, Global Chairman at Davies & Associates, LLC saying how the program 
remains popular amongst students and professionals. The story also incorporates inputs from 
their industry peers. The story was also carried by internationally acclaimed news portal – 
Flipboard along with The Indian Panaroma.   

The Economic Times-  The Economic Times is an English-language daily �nancial/business 
national newspaper with the circulation of 396978. The paper has coverage in 24 States, 193 
Cities and publishes 16 Editions. It is published by the Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd, more 
popularly known as The Times Group. It is India's no.1 and Word’s no. 2 English business daily. The 
online portal of The Economic Times is the no.1 business news website.

Date: 1st November 2020
Link:  http://bitly.ws/aI59

Publication :  The Economic Times
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Date: 1st November 2020
Link:  https://bit.ly/35YxzKH

Publication : Quartz
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The story titled “Why Americans H-1B visa loss could be 
India’s gain” talks about heavy restrictions imposed on H-1B 
visas that led Indians to quit American dreams and jobs and 
get back to India with high technical skills. The trump 
administration has made barrage of changes to requirement, 
quali�cation and processes required to secured new visas or 
extend current ones. In the piece Mark Davies, Global 
Chairman of D&A, LLC says, “Neither Trump nor Biden can 
fully dictate the terms. Much would depend on the makeup 
of congress after the election as well as public opinion in the 
aftermath of COVID-19.”
 
Quartz- Quartz is a business-focused English-language 
international news organization, it launched from New York 
City in 2012, and is owned by Japanese business media 
company Uzabase. It operates editions globally, outside of 
the United States and Japan, including in the United Arab 
Emirates, Hong Kong, Africa, and India.



Date: 1st November 2020
Link:  https://bit.ly/3kPTb25 

Publication : Quartz
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Quartz quoted Mr. Mark Davies in the article titled 
‘Can the H1B visa survive American Nationalism?’ 
mentioning that there is a lot standing on the 
makeup of the Congress post the election. The 
article is a detailed analysis focusing on the 
con�icting view that H1B visa has helped America 
build the world’s largest tech hub vis-à-vis others 
who believe that visa expense has come at the 
expense of American jobs.

Quartz- Quartz is a business-focused 
English-language international news 
organization, it launched from New York City in 
2012, and is owned by Japanese business media 
company Uzabase. It operates editions globally, 
outside of the United States and Japan, including 
in the United Arab Emirates, Hong Kong, Africa, 
and India.



The US presidential elections 2020 stirred up 
multiple lines of conversation around the future of 
immigration to the United States. The feature “The 
H-1B visa may be �nished regardless of the 
winner in the US election” dives into many of 
those ideas. When asked about issues with the H1B 
visa program, Mark Davies, Global Chairman at 
Davies & Associates, LLC, said, “I don’t know why 
people keep talking about H-1B—it’s �nished.” He 
further added, “With all that’s playing out, it doesn’t 
matter who wins the election, no one is going to 
make it easier to get the H-1B. The speed at which 
H-1Bs become harder to obtain might be di�erent 
depending on who wins the election. But I very 
much doubt that if we get a Democrat government, 
they’re going to ease it up—there’s no 
Congressional interest in doing that.”

Forbes- Forbes India is the Indian edition of Forbes 
which is managed by Reliance Industries-owned 
media conglomerate, Network 18. Since its 
founding in 2008, Forbes India has achieved a 
circulation of 50,000 copies and makes over Rs 50 
crore in topline. 

Date: 4th November 2020
Link:  http://bitly.ws/aIuw

Publication :  Forbes
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Date: 9th November 2020
Publication : Mirror Now
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As a key thought leader on immigration to the US, Mr Mark Davies was featured on a a live 
interview  as part of a panel on Prime Time Show ‘The Urban Debate’ on India’s leading news 
channel Mirror Now.  The 30 mins discussion discussion was moderated by Senior News Editor 
and a ‘media celebrity’ in her own right – Tanvi Shukla. Mr. Davies had a signi�cant share of voice 
during the conversation and Tanvi directed relevant questions at him allowing him to highlight 
the long term and short-term impacts of Biden’s victory on the immigration industry. 

Mirror Now: Mirror Now is a leading Indian, English-language news channel owned by The Times 
Group.  Fiercely pursuing pertinent issues and creating the desired impact, Mirror Now raised the 
bar in the English news genre highlighting key issues that impact the Indian audience. By being 
the voice of India’s everyday issues like crime, corruption, women’s safety, immigration, tra�c 
woes and civic issues such as cleanliness, health, environment, power, water, etc., Mirror Now has 
been disruptive in more ways than one. The channel has a series on on-ground and digital-led 
consumer engagement properties that were all designed to provide an open platform for 
citizens to voice their opinion and help them be a part of the change they want to see. The 
channel has also successfully taken its online strategy of being the voice of India o�ine as well. 
The channel stands No. 3 in the English news category.



Date: 3rd December 2020
Link:  http://bitly.ws/aIuU

Publication : Mint
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The story titles “H-1B visa a political challenge for 
victor” focuses on the future of the H1B program, 
battling the question of whether restrictions would be 
relaxed for immigrants with a change in the political 
climate.  In the feature Mark Davies, Global Chairman 
of Davies & Associates, LLC is mentioned saying, “The 
immediate impact of a Biden victory on immigration 
may be felt more in administration than in policy.” He 
further said that Trump’s government had been 
operating the US visa processing system at suboptimal 
e�ciency, slowing the application process down, 
thereby reducing the number of visas issued. Biden 
could be expected to reverse this. “The president is 
limited in what he can do alone on immigration policy 
and would need to work with Congress to reform the 
system. Presidents can introduce executive orders 
bypassing the Congress, but these are usually 
short-term measures and are an unviable way to 
govern in the long term. The article was also carried by 
Knowledia and Telecom Live 

Mint- Mint is an Indian �nancial daily newspaper 
published by HT Media, a Delhi-based media group 
which is controlled by the KK Birla family and also 
publishes Hindustan Times. It essentially targets 
readers who are business executives and policy 
makers. With 650K readers, the publication o�ers 
unbiased and in-depth analysis along with sharp 
insights to impart a deep understanding of 
developments shaping the Indian and global 
economy & markets along with well-de�ned distinct 
folios that cover an array of themes.




